NEWHAM

Racial harassment, racial attacks and racial murders constitute the mos
fundamental threat to and denial of the human rights of black people in British
society. The state has consistently demonstrated its failure to profect those righis
The work of Newham Monitoring Project and of communities in resistance to suc|
attacks is critical if the well being and fundamental freedoms of black people are to
be protected. S R
Director of Education, London Borough of Hackney. R
Member of the Macdonald inquiry info racism in Manchester schools.

"Newham Monitoring Project has for a remarkable length of time sustained a rec
of commitment to principle, compassion, campaigning, and reform of injustices
our society where they are at their most exireme and where such work attracts few
popular plaudits or appreciation. its strength comes from its hard work, its intel!
gent caring workers, and its respect for the community in which it is based”
Gareth Pierce Heniin
Bimberg & Co. Linia
Solicitor for members of the Guildford Four, Tottenham Three, and Birmingham

"..Without NMP my case would never have been reopened 'ia:'nd ﬂo_;l_ld;have
no chance of justice”. S _
Victim of racial afiack.

When the police beat me up, nobody did f... all except NMP. They're on
the community and they supported me.” B '
Victim of Police Assault.




We dedicate this report to Mr C Lathigra - a long-standing
supporter and Management Commitiee member of
Newham Monitoring Project and General-Secretary of
Gujarat Welfare Association - who tragically passed away
on 22 April 1989, His contribution to the struggles of the

local black community will be dearly missed.
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CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF NEWHAM

MONITORING PROJECT

Ten years have passed since the
formation of Newham Monitoring
Project (NMP). Ten hectic years, full of
incident. Campaigns have come and
gone, in some cases having a profound
and deep effect on local politics, but
through it all NMP has remadined solid
and dspendable in times of adversity.

Few, perhaps, outside Newham'’s
black community can instinctively
comprehend the real importance and
significance of an independent anti-
racist organisation like Newham
Monitoring Project. For the family and
friends of Akhtar Al Baig, murdersd
in a racist attack in Fast Ham on 17
July 1880, there was no such
organisation to turn to. Horror and
outrage —and above all the feeling that
neo such murder should ever again be
tolerated on the streets of Newham ~
led to a spontaneous eruption of anger,
particularly among young Asians who
formed the Newham Youth Movement.
Local people marched in their thousands
down Gresn Street in a demonstration
that took themn to Forest Gate Pclice
Station. The police’s initial response to
this tragic murder had been to deny its
racist motive and dismiss it as an
ordinary mugging that went wrong.

From out of the Akhtar Ali Baig
Committee and the Newham Youth
Movement came the Newham Moni-
toring Project — a concrets and durable
expression of black self-organisation.
The initial aim of NMP was to monitor
racist attacks, but it was not long
before the issue of police racism and
the criminalisation of the black com-
munity became central to cur agenda.
Since 1983 we have provided a 24-
hour Emergency Service for victims of
both racist violence and police
harassment.

The two areas of our work are
inseparable. Families who live in fear
of petrol being poured through their
letterbox, of allowing their children to
walk the streets, and who are forced to
adapt to a barrage of racist abuse and
harassment, should, in a democratic

society, be able to turn to the police for
protection. In Newham, as in most poor
black areas of Britain, this is not the
case. In Newham, the police are one of
our maln persecutors — their record of
arresting the victims of racist attack,
interrogating them as to their
immigration statug, even attacking and
brutalising them iz well-documented in
this year’s Annual Report, as it has
been in each of our yearly docurnents
since we started reporting in 1982,

For the Newham 8, police indiff-
erence to racism was a fact of life that
led them to act for themselves, insti-
gate regular patrols, escorting younger
children to and from. schools to avoid
racist attacks. The Newham 7 knew too
that, after an orgy of violence on the
sireets of Newham in 1984, which
included a partially disabled boy being
assaulted with a hammer, the police
would take no action. So they protected
the community themselves — only to be
arrested, as had the Newham 8 before
them in 1983.

The family and friends of Eustacs
Pryce, tragically murdered after he
defended & friend from a racist attack
in Plaistow, were also well aware that
no megsure of justice could be gained
from the police. Eustace’s brother,
Gerald, had been arrested. He had not
killed anybody but he was treated
more severely than the white killer of
Eustace. From all these struggles, and
many more, NMP learnt important
lessons both in terms of community
action and effecting institutional
change.

The experiences of the Newham 8,
Newham 7 and Justice for the Pryce
Family Campaigns shaped the atti-
tudes of a whole generation of young
people in Newham both to the police
and to the education suthorities - and
NMP was there to support them, helping
them find a campaigning, organisational
edge to their anger. One of the things
that the youth put on the agenda was
the blind eye that schools were turning
1o racism. On 17 November 1983, 500
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local school pupils staged a strike in
support of the Newham 8 — the first
ever girike of its kind in this country.
8ix years later, and schoolchildren in
Newham, this time at Stratford School,
were protesting again over racism.
From out of the Stratford School
students’ protest, NMP initiated its
own investigation into just what was
goingwrongwith Newham's anti-racist/
multicultural initiatives. The regult of
that investigation, Racism and Racist
Violence in Schools: Towards
Establishing Effsctive Anti-Racist
Policles and Practice in Newham, has
Just been published as part of our 10th
anniversary programrme.

If there was cynicism towards the
police at the time of the Newham 7 and
Justice forthe Pryce Family Campaigns,
that cynicism soon turned to burning
anger when the police behaved like a,
colonial army of occupation in
containing the demonstrations that
followed. Newham was one of the first
testing grounds for ths Metropolitan
Police’s District Support Units who
attacked a peaceful demonstration
outside Forest Gate Police Station,
leaving many injured. Following this,
in order to assert the right to march at
all, NMP helped organise a second
demonstration only to find the
Metropolitan Police’s paramilitary
squads chasing us across Plashet Park
on a sunny afternoon.

Since 1984, and these campaigns,
police methods have risen to an even
higher and more militaristic pttch. The
tendency of the police to act like a
colonial occupying force affects black
people everywhere: in their homeg,
where raids like that which led to the
Defend the Plaistow 4 Campaign are
becoming more commonplace; on the
streets; and at the workplace, where
police ‘fishing raids’ such as the one
that led to the arrest and threatensd
deportation of Dora Oppong - another
issue taken up by NMP — are becoming
more commonplace.

NMP's analysis, over the last ten
years, of policing means that organi-
sations and journalists from all over
the country look to us for an inde-
pendent perspective on institutional-
ised police racism. So cutting, and to

the point, have NMP’s criticisms of the
police been that the police are now
forced to make attempts to still our
voice - by pressuring our funders and
by threatening black people who report
attacks to us - and even to marginalise
and criminalise us. In November 1687,
the then Deputy Assistant Commis-
sioner of the Metropolitan Police, Wyn
Jones, referred to NMP as ‘the most
sinister, damaging and divisive group
operating in the borough today.’

But whatever the police might say
or do, they cannot silence ug: our rocts
in the black community are too much
for them to do so. Nor can sections of
Newham Council, who, as we go to
press, are rumoured t0 be attempting
to cut our funding, dampen our resolve
to fight racism. Over the years, NMP
hasdonealotto bring about institutional
change - through endless phone callg,
letters, campaigning and organising,
we may have helped shake up local
bureacracy, making it more TS3pOn-
sive. Through our advocation of a pro-
active Racial Harassment Policy in
housing, for example, NMP haa helped
make life a little bit more endurable for
those under atiack.

But far too much remainsg to be done
- and there is always the danger that
without constant criticism from NMP,
past gdains will be rescinded. More
middle-class black people are working
at an institutional level, but racism
disproportionately affects the poor,
jobless and working clasg black
communities. Raecism ia still in Newham
today and it is this that black people
and their white colleagues working in
local authorities need to address. There
are still too nany areas where working
class black people cannot set foot, Pubs
and clubs, although they may be more
subtle about it, still operate colour
bars. Fascism still thrives on the crude
racism that exists in areas ke Canning
Town. Racist attacks and police
harassment happen every day in
Newham. Newham Monitoring Project
has been there, fighting against it, for
ten years and no matter what the
attitude within the police or various
bureaucracies is towards us, we will
not be deterred. Come what may, NMP
is ‘Here to Stay’.

2 CASEV

Over the last ten years, the practical
support and advice that NMP hag
provided to people suffering from both
racial and police harassment hag
remained central to our existence —
with casework providing the starting
point from which our carmnpaigning and
educational work is determined. Qur
approach to this casework is not based
on what could be described as the
traditional patron-client approach of
most social advice agencies but is more
fundamentally community-based,
reflecting the experiences of the black
community, and in turn strengthening
the Project.

The approach we take to each indi-
vidual case is determined by the ‘needs’
and ‘wishes’ of the individuals and
families themselves, We seek to pro-
vide a structure whereby continuous
dialogue and feedback between the
victim and the various agencies and
Individuals involved can allow the
people at the centre of the case to have
real control over their lives and the
direction of their struggles. NMP has
consistently maintained that the fight
againgt racial and police harassment
has to be based on a strategy that
builds on our casework to facilitate
community self-organisation and
action. The ever-increasing number of
cases reported In Newham demon-
strates the failure of the institutional
approach that attempts merely to
‘contain the problem’ without streng-
thening the community. The struggle
must be taken out of the town halls and
back on to the streets and into the
community.

BREAKDOWN OF CASES

Cases reported to the Project

Racial Harassment 138 (47%)
Police Harassment 109 (37%)

Other* 4% (18%)

Total 294  (100%)

If figures for the last ten years are
taken as a whole, then NMP has liter-
ally dealt with a new case every day.
Each case in itself usually lasts for a

period, on average, of six months, and
the original incident reported is usually
onein a geries of repeated harassment.
Therefore, in essence, each case may
represent in itself five or six separate
cases.

FRAMEWORK OF CASES

NMP, in completing its first decade of
service to the black community, is
continually reappraising its work and
the ways that we can improve i. The
basic framework remains as follows:

In allracial harassment cases our role

has been to:

1. Adequately support and advise the
vietim,

2. Bring as much pressure to bear on
the police to try and ensure that
they take action, arrest the
perpetrator(s) and bring the correct
charges.

3. Pressurise the local authority and
other relevant agencies to meet their
responsibilities to local black people,
whether they are council tenants or
not.

4. Get councillors and MPs to inter-
vene and ensure that cases are
handled satisfactorily by the police
and local authority.

In all police harassment cases our role

is to:

1. Try and secure the release of a
detained person as soon as possible
or, if this is not possible, to make

YOu MAY HAVE BEEN
3 RACIALLY ABUSED AND
S HIT OVER THE
HEAD BUT {
°, THERE'S

*While these cases do not
fit neatly into either
racial or police harass-
ment, they are related to
more general problems
which disproportionately
affect the black commu-
nity of Newham, on both
8 race and class basis.
The type of cases we have
dealt with highlight the
widespread Instiution-
alised racism thati the
black community Is
facing In relation to
Issues ranging from poor
housing to bad education,

WALL HELP You
INEVERY wWwAY




sure they are legally represented.

2. Make sure that those involved receive proper
legal advice from a sympathetic solicitor.

3. Ensure that people who sugtain injurles during
police detention receive immediate medical atien-
tion once released freom custody.

4. See that any necessary photographs are taken
of injuries incurred while in police custody.

5. Make formal complaints on behalf of the victim.

6. Presure council officers, councillors, MPs, ete,
to invesbigate police malpractice with the view
to making sure that officers who perpstrate
racial harassment and beat up black people are
penalised.

REFERRALS

This year, in comparison 0 1288, a higher number
of referrals came from our 24-hour Emergency
Service. The majority of cazes, however, were
brought to our attention either directly by people
visiting our office or through referral from other
agencies.

Direct 174 59%
Emergency Service 70 24%
(during non-office hours only)

Other 50 17%

(advice agencies, Housing Dept ete)

The main source of referrsals remains through the
informal network created by our outreach work.
Many people visit us after seeing our rights cards
or posters in libraries, youth and community
centres or other statutory offices.

THE EMERGENCY SERVICE

The Emergency Service |24 Houns, 7 DavsaWker
continues its unique and RING
central role in the Project’s

work, providing help %5;5 §?5i
specifically to victims of
racist attack and police
harassment. ’

Twenty-four per cent of
our cases in 1989 camse
through the Service. Two
points need to be stressed here: statistics detailed
here refer specifically to those cases received
during non-office hours when the Service comes
into operation. Additionaily, the statistics do not
show emergency help provided to people whose
cases the Project is already handling.

In 1990, we intend launching a major drive
with new publicity literature to advertise the
Service and recruit more veolunteers, for the
Service is still not being used to its full capacity.
It remains our objective that as part of our 10th
Anniversary celebrations we make an ali-out
effort to ensure that every black person in Newham
who suffers harassment knows that there is a 24-
hour helpling for them to ring.

The vital role of volunteers in running the
Emergency Service needs emphasising. All are
local people (at present we have 40 people parti-
cipating with another ten waiting to be trained)
who participate out of a sense of commitment.
Few have any lsgal training in how to deal with
calls, but are armed with our Volunteers’ Handbook
which gives thern all the information necessary to
deal with an emergency call. Training sessions,
held at appropriate intervals, update the volunteers
on any changes in procedure, law, ete. Many of
them are already involved in other aspects of the
Project’s work, and they all participate in publicising
the Project, providing support for its activities and
giving help whenever required.

We hope, over the following year, that these
volunteers will become more integrated in the
Project’s work, all the better to ensure that the
Project, in becoming more self-gufficient, develops
a comprehensive support system, which not only
offers support to victims but enables members of
the Prgject to take up cases, and involve the
immediate local community around the case. The
volunteers are our ‘syes’ and ‘ears’ in the
community. We must thank them all for the way
in which they have supported and built the Project
and the Service. There can be no substitute for
their dedication and commitment.

The volunteers are backed up by solicitors,
photographers, and other local psople who are
prepared to be called out in an emergency —~ the
second tier of the Emergency Service. They too
play an indispensable role in the Project and we
would like to thank them for all their help.

/
During 1989, 138 cases of raclal homes, or when they walk the streets.
harassment were reported to us. A Black children are not safe when
breakdown reveals the following. travelling to and from school or social a
centres; mothers are not safe when #
Breakdown in terms of manner of they go shopping or $ravel to pick up
referral their children from nurseries or schools.
Direct 70 Below we give reports, area by area,
Emergency Service 39 of the kinds of ragcist violence that have
(during non-office hours) come to our atiention over the course
Via other agencies 29 of 1989,
Breakdown in terms of gender and
age! MANOR PARK
Female 67
Men 52 The problem of racist viclence in Manor
Children 19 Park and the north east of the borough
as a whole ig gtill not generally
Breakdeown in ferms of nature of recognised, despite the focus of the
racial harassment® Project’s first major campalgns (the
Physical 51 Newham 8 and the First Avenue 11).
Verbal 856 This year, Manor Park was the scene of
Cther?® 31 ahorrific attack which not only typifies
the brutal reality of racial harassment .0 rop
Breakdown in terms of location of but also itlustrates how the police have  statistlcal breakdowns
attack* made absolutely no progress in the | o.r.ctatistiosinterms
Home 83 way they respond to racist attacks. of gender and agde
Street 18 represent the victim and/
School 14  The case of the Altaf /Khan Family or the person within a
1 family with whom we
Shop 17 For years the Khan family were ,ve had the most
Work 8 harassed by two sets of neighbours, frequent contact or who

Breakdown in fexrms of arsa
Canning Town/Custom House 28

Stratford 17
Plaistow 17
Forest Gate 2B
Beckton/North Woolwich 17
Manor Park 11
Bast Ham 10
Outside Newham?® 12

These figures show the consistent
pattern of wviclent attacks in the
borough. Over the last ten years,
Newham has averaged the highest
recorded level of racist violence in the
country. These attacks first came to
public attention with the murder of
Akhtar AU Baig in 1980 and have
made g firm imprint on the lives of
black people in the borough ever since.

Our work around racist violence
over the lagt ten years has revealed
how black people are not safe in their

one living opposite, the other next door
but one. On Monday 7 August at 8pm,
the children of these families began
knocking on the Khan family's door
and chanting ‘Paki bastards, go back
where you came from’. When Mrs
Khan's niece opened the door, she was
struck with a bicycle chain. When Mrg
Khan, who was nine months pregnant
at the time, came out to confront them,
she was struck with a dustbin lid and
pushed by the parents of the children
who had by this time arrived on the
scene. When Mrs Khan defended hergelf
by hitting them with her handbag, they
began to repeatedly punch and kick her
in the stomach. We do not need %o
emphasise the effect this could have
had on a woman who was in the very
final stages of pregnancy.

When Mrs Khan and her niece
managed to scramble back into their
home, the attackers then smashed the
window with rocks and warned them
that, later, when their sons arrived

7

notified us of the incident.

2. The majority of those
who complained to us of
racial harassment exper-
ienced more than one
kind of harassment. We
have therefore classified
incidents interms of what
the major component of
harassment was.

3, ‘Other’ Includes sall
attacks on property from
attempted arson to win-
dows being smashed to
excrement being shoved
through letterboxes.

4. These figures refer to
where the maln incldent
which was reported to
NMP took place. Most
ca.ses%owever oceur in
8 variety of locations.

B. '‘Outside Newham’
represents nelghbouring
boroughs of Barking and
Dagenham, Redbridge
and Waltham Forest.




‘you'll be dead’. At this point, the Khans rang the
police who did not arrive. Luckily for the Khans,
Mrs Khan's brother, Mr Altaf, was passing by. But
when he tried to intervene he was immediately
attacked by six men wielding iron pipes and a
baseball bat. Mr Altaf managed to crawl into the
house but the men proceeded to grab flaming oil
lamps from nearby road works and throw them
through the window. Two of the men then kicked
in the front door, ripped out the telephone wire
and grabbed Mr Altaf from behind shouting ‘*kill
the Paki, kill him’. When another attacker cut Mr
Altaf and then tried to stab him, Mr Altaf avoided
the knife and the racist thug accidentally stabbed
one of his fellow attackers instead.

Many of the neighbours were watching and did
nothing. It was at this point that the police finally
arrived. When Mr Altaf attempted to explain what
had happened, they told him ‘shut your bloody
mouth’ and arrested him. As a result of protests
by Mrs Ehan’s nisce, the police reluctantly arrested
two of the attackers, but were soon to release them
without charge. Mr Altaf, however, was remanded
in custody on a charge of grievous bodily harm
(GBH).

BONIT WORRY ! THEY'LL
TAKE CARE OF Hem /

The following morning, Mr Malik from the local
moaque informed NMP of the harrowing details of
this case and we immediately arranged for an
application to transfer legal representation from
the duty soleitor to Kapil Juj of Birnberg and Co.
We then visited the Khan family where we saw for
ourselves the damage done to their house during
the course of the attack.

Despite Mrs Khan's resolute stance againgt the
attackers, it was clear that she could not be
expected to stay in the houss a day longer given
that she was expecting a baby within a week. We
therefore proceeded directly to Manor Park Housing
Office and demanded that the Khan family be
awarded an immediate transfer and that eviction
procesdings be taken against the attackers. Thus
at our instigation, priority transfer status was

allocated to the Khans. In the meantime, however,
they were forced 1o move into bed and breakfast
accommodation - which meant, in effect, that they
were driven out of their home whilst their attackers
were left to stay. Thankfully, the Khans were soon
permansntly rehoused elsewhere In the borough.

Meanwhile, Mr Altaf was held in remand at
Wormwood Scrubs Prison for three weeks before
an appeal against bail conditions successfully
resulted in his release. On his release, NMP
Immediately began publicising the case in the local
press, distributing leaflets and circulating a petition
in defence of the family. The central focus of the
campaign to Defend the Altaf/Khan Family was
that in a rapidly deteriorating environment of
increasing racist violence, both the police and the
courts have a fundamental duty to ensure that
racist attacks are challenged with the full sanction
of the law. Mr Altaf was the victim of an attemnpted
racist murder yet he finds himself criminalised
and awalting trial. The action of the pclice in this
casswas all the more intolerable when one considers
that Mr Altaf's attackers are actually being used
as chief prosecution witnesses.

To date the campaign has received over a
thousand signatures in defence of the family and
many people including Mr Altaf’s local councillor
and Keith Vaz MP have written to the Crown
Prosecution Service (CP8) demanding that the
charges against him be dropped. At the time of
going to press, Mr Altaf is still awaiting committal
to the Crown Court and for legal reasons we have
been unable to escalate this campaign until after
the cornmital.

Although we are happy to report that despite
the attack, Mrs Khan gave birth to a fine and
healthy baby, her ordeal was still not over.
Although no longer residing in Manor Park, the
Khans’ children continued to attend the same
school. Whilst meeting her children from school,
Mrs Khan found herself being spat at, racially
abused, kicked and having stones thrown at her,
by the same families who had previously attacked
her. NMP workers immediately began
accompanying her to the school gates and on our
advice, Mr Khan reported the harassment to the
police. Mr Khan was by now so familiar with the
attitude of the Newham police that it came as no
surprise when they expressed very little interest
in recording the details of this harassment and
were far more concerned with arranging a meeting
with Mrs Khan (who does not speak English)
regarding the charges pending against her brother.

The confidence instilled in the attackers by the
actions of the police prompted them to write to the
Prgject and protest against the campaign, stating
that ‘we accuse your organisation of being the
racists not us, raclalism against whites does
exist’. This totally unremorseful and manipulative
attitude only serves to strengthen our resolve that
we must not rest until legal action is taken against

the attackers and a clear message sent throughout
Newham that racism and racist attacks will not be
tolerated and will be treated with the sericusness
they deserve.

BECKTON AND NORTH WOOLWICH

Over the past few years Beckton has been one of
the few areas in Newham where new council
estates have been bullt. This housing stock is
amongst the best in the borough, making it
imperative that black people are also given access
to the houses there. However, racial harassment
in the area has now reached such epidemic
proportions that it effectively acts as a dsterrent
to black people moving there.

Cyprus Estate

The Cyprus Estate has been the scene of some of
the most terrifying and systematic harassment
reported to us this year (see chapter 11). Thisg is
particularly so in the case of the D famlily who
have been persistently and viclently harassed by
their next door neighbours. Although many of the
white tenants in the area were also harassed and
threatened by these pecple and their friends, it
was the D family who were singled out for the most
violent of the assaults and for racist abuse.
Because of this, they had taken to barricading
themaelves inside their home, but their attackers
overcame this means of protection by breaking
through a partition in their adioining loft and
descending through the atbic entrance hatch to
burgle their house. This was followed by a catalogus
of attacks on the D family over ths ensuing
months:

7-11 June: During these five days, the D family
wers made virtual prisoners in their own homs.
They endured racist abuse, were threatened
with pick-axe handles, knives and a garden
fork as well as having two rottweiler dogs let
loose in their garden. Although the police
attended the scene on the thres separate
occasions, it was not until the final attack,
when the Ds had thelr back-door smashed down
with a sledgehammer, that they chose to make
an arrest. A High Court injunction was eventually
served on the attackers.

l4July: Dfamily threatened with physical viclence
and arson.

19 July: Mrs D threatened with a knife.

&1 July: Two attempts made to physically attack
the Ds’ young children.

&2 July: Mrs D saw her neighbours crawling out
of their own bedroom window and attempting to
break into the Ds’ front bedroom window.

These incidents were followed by continual noise
nuisance, rubbish being dumped ousgide the Ds'

¥

house, car headlights deliberately being shonse

through their window at night and regular threats,
such as one of the women attackeérs openly
shouting that ‘I want to kill her next door [Mrs D],
I'm getting my £4,000 soon and I'll pay someone
t0 kill her’. This game family have also slashed the
tyres of Mr D’s car and damaged its bodywork.
On first being informed of this case in Juns, we
began regular support visits both during the day

-and late at night. On some evenings the D family

were forced to turn off their television and their
lightis and only use candles in an effort to prevent
their attackers knowing when they were in. An
emergency panic button has since been fitted in
their home which ensures an immediate police
presence in the event of an attack.

However, despite this racist family's flagrant
disregard for the injunction againsgt them, none of
them has been convicted of attacking the Ds and
to date the Housing Department has yet to issue
eviction proceedings against them. The D family
have therefore been led to speculate that the
authorities are reluctant to act on this case due to
the family's rumoured connections to organised
criminal elements in the borough. It is our assertion
that this potentially life-threatening delay by the
authorities in taking appropriaste action is totally
inexcusable.

Other attacks :
This casge is all the more disturbing when placed in
the context of other incidents that have cccurred

locally. The sole objective of this seems to be to -

drive out every black family from the ares.

@ Mrs M has been continually racially abused and
even physically attacked by the same people
who have been harassing the D family. On one
occasion she was told her house would be
firebombed and in another she and her daughter
were set upon by the two rottweilers that belong
to the attackers. Her husband was also attacked
with a baseball bat and a scaffolding pipe by a
gang of over 1E& people who surrounded her
home. The police have arrested and charged
several of the attackers in this case.

@ The S family have suffered long-term racial
harassment, both from their neighbours and
from other gangs of youths, which has included
racial abuse, rubbish being thrown into their
garden, the children being attacked, harassing
phone calls and threats of physical viclencs.

@ On 16 May, HS and her Bister 98 were the
victims of an unprovoked attadk by their next
door neighbours, during which they were
punched to the ground and kicked in the ribs
and stomach. HS suffered internal bleeding and
required hospital treatment. The following day,
whilst 88 was in the garden, the same atackers




came through the back gate and slashed her
three times across the arm with a knife, leaving
wounds requiring six stitches.

In all these three cases (as with the case of the D
family), the authorities have not shown a
willingness to recognise the blatant racism behind
these incidents; they have taken little action
against the attackers, nor have they provided an
effective and sympathetic support network for the
families. In the case of HS and 88, police officers
who arrived at the scene actually told them to shut
up, and implied that all parties were equally to
blame. They took no statements and made no
arrests initially of any of the assailants. After
. concerted pressure from NMP, the police were
forced to take action and arrest the perpetrators.

The role of the housing department

The failure of any of the statutory agencies to take
swift and appropriate action in any of these cases
has led to the formation of the Cyprus Ethnic
Welfare Association, representing 47 local black
families.

Mr K, the elected spokesperson for the associ-
ation, has been scathing in his criticism of the local
housing office. His family has also suffered racial
harassment. After a forced entry into his family’s
home, which left it totally insecure, he was
informed that the council was unable to afford the
cost of securing the property. In a subsequent
black tenants’ meeting, Mr K spoke of his exper-
ience and was publicly told by a race officer that
he wasmerely the victim of an attempted burglary.
As Mr K quite succintly put it, noboedy left him a
note informing him whether this was an attempted
burglary or an attempted act of racial intimidation.

Most of the families in the Cyprus Ethnic
Welfare Assoclation share Mr K's complaints
regarding the attitude of council officers who are
not only slow to respond to allegations of racism
but are unsympathetic and unsupportive in their
manner. Race officers, in particular, have generally
falled in their duty to provide the mechanisms
whereby black families fully understand the council
bureaucracy so that they are able to demand and
recelve the services to which they are entitied.

This situation can, in part, be seen as a failure
to implernent adequately the Housing Department's
Racial Harassment Policy, which was introduced
after a long campaign by NMP. The Project was
Ingtrumental in devising the policy and has sincs
devoted much energy into ensuring it is properly
implemented. Instead of enforcing the Racial
Harassment Policy, council officers seem to be
resorting to the old easy option of transfering the
‘victim’ to another property, thus failing to get to
the root of the problem.

What 18 most revealing is the sentiments of
black pesople like Mr K who have complained that
whilst race officers have acquired their jobs on the
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basis of the suffering of black people, some of
them seem to have forgotten that experience,
treating black people in & condescending and aloof
manner. What is becoming clear is that many
officers see themselves as regponsible only to sach
other and in no way accountable to the black
community. It only remains to be said that all
workers who represent black people in both the
statutory and the voluntary sectors are there as
a direct result of the struggles of black people.
They are there to fight for the demands of black
people, not act as a barrier to them. This lesson
must not be forgotten as we enter the 1990s.

FOREST GATE

For a number of years we have documented the
upward trend in racist viclence in Forest Gate. In
1987 it was the scene of the brutal murder of
Saranjit Singh Atwal which led to our initiating the
Atwal Family Support Committee. This year Forest
Gate has been second only to Canning Town in
terms of the level of racial harassment documented
by NMP.

The case of 8T

On 28 March, whilst ST was walking in Fowler
Road with her 4-year-old nephew, two white boys
began calingher a ‘f...ing Paki bitch’ and threaten-
Ing to ‘smash her face in’. The boys’ mother then
appeared from & friend’s house, but instead of
reprimanding her sons, she grabbed ST by the
throat, punched her and pushed her up against a
nearby van. A friend of the white children’s
mother appeared with her tesnage children and
proceeded to knock 8T to the ground, and punching
her as they did so. Once she had finally escaped,
8T phoned the police and an officer soon arrived.
However, he took no written statement, merely
saying that he would report the incident as a
common assault. ST had to take a minicab by
herself to Newham General Hospital where she
was seen by a Dr Cramp. Her back was badly

bruised and her ankle badly swollen, a Hgament
having been torn inside.

The next day we accormnparded ST to Forest Gate
Police Station where she was interviewed by DC
Cowans. After 3T had fully cooperated and reported
the facts to DC Cowans, he assured her that the
police were taking the matter seriously and that
all five perpstrators would be charged with unlawful
disorder. We asked DC Cowans why they were not
going to be charged with assault as well. He replied
that they would be if the medical evidence justified
i%. It was not until several weeks later when we
phoned DC Cowans that we realised to our surprise
that nobody had been arrested and charged for the
racist assault on ST and that DC Cowans had
referred the matter to the Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS).

The police had clearly deceived ST when they
promised to take action. This is no supposition on
our part as we were present when DU Cowans
made assurances that the attackers would be
charged. Consistent pressurs by NMP eventually
resulted in two of the perpetrators being charged
with minor offences. But when the matter came to
court, the police advised 8T to allow her attackers
to be bound over to keep the peace. ST requested

~ to speak to an NMP worker who was in court but

ghe was prevented from doing so and reluctantly
agreed to this wholly unsatisfactory conclusion to
the case. With 8T having positively identified her
attackers, this was an opportunity for the poelice
to bring them to justice and send out a warning to
all other potential racist attackers. Unfortunately,
they falled again and the problem of racial
harassment in the area remains unresolved.

Dames Road Bstate
Bver since moving onto the Dames Road Estate
when it was completed in 1987, many black
families have had to endure racial harasament.
This problem was brought to the Project’s attention
on 20 March following which we took immediate
action. A meeting on 22 March was organised
where we met with representatives from six of the
black families. All of the families had experienced
harassment, all could identify the perpetrators,
all wers determined not to move, and all wanted
their perpetrators dealt with severely by the
council and the police. The harassment ranged
from racist abuse to property damage (including
theft) to physical assault (including a stabbing).
The meeting ensured that from then on these
families were collectively able to use NMP as a
channel for exerting direct pressure on the
authorities. The Housing Department responded
by threatening the perpetrators with eviction and
along with NMP pressured the police into warning
the racists.

This prompt action resulted in an overall lull in
the harassment from May onwards. However, in
December the situation exploded yet again. Mr A,
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one of the black tenants who had courageously
stood up to the racists and supported other black
families in the arsa, was racially abuysed by his
next door neighbour who proceeded to smash all
the windows of Mr A’s car and then openly
threatened him with a gun. Mr A immediately
contacted NMP and the Housing Department and
following our intervention the police subsequently
arrested the attacker. They found an imitation
gun in the house of the attacker but ;Mr A
maintained that it was not the gun with which he
was threatened. The attacker was eventually
charged with criminal damage and threatening to
kil

However, the whole event had so terrified Mr
A’s family that he was foreed to accept a transfer
to alternative accommodation. Tt is a tragedy that
a man of such determination had finally been
driven out of the area by a particularly vicious
brand of racism. The only consoclation for those
black families left on the estate is that these
events have led to the strengthened resolve of the
Black Tenants and Residents Support Group which
will hopefully serve as a community base in the
area for those black families NMP is already
supporting.

UPTON PARK

Upton Park lies at the heart of the black community
in Newham and yet i3 still not free from racial
haragsment. In 1984 it was the scene of a series
of racist attacks that led to the Newham 7 case at
the Duke of Edinburgh pub. During this year we
have seen the worrying trend of increasing
robberies of Agian shops in the area. Although the
motive for these robberies is clearly financial, it is
important to view these crimes from a much wider
perspective. The Asian shops are belng targeted
because they are seen as ‘eagy pickings’; criminals
have far less qualms about stealing from a black
person than from other traders and they must
also know that the police do not provids the same
protection to black traders as to white traders.
And although theft might be the primary motive
for the attack, they are often accompanied by
racist abuse. It is in this context of racism that
these robberies must be viewed.

Many of these factors contributed to the tragic
circumstances leading to the death of Kulvinder
8ingh inJuly. Four white youths rotbed Kulvinder's
clothes shop on Green Street and ran to a walting
car. Kulvinder gave chase angd grabbed onto the
car but as the youths drove away he tragically fell
off, hitting his head on the kerb and receiving fatal
injuries. On hearing this news, NMP, other black
groups and community leaders met to discuss
what would be the most appropriate response. It
was agreed that since the police had already mads
an arrest and the aggrieved family did not wish to




pursue the matter in the form of a campaign, our

Stratford, and this year the problem has escalated

approach should simply be one of sympathy and with the same gangs of teenagers harassing all

solidarity with Kulvinder's family.
RECORDER. THUR., ROV. 1, (989 (D)

SHOPKEEPER KILLED TRYING TO HALY THIEF'S CAR ESCAPE

YOUTH'S RACE
O

OVER
DEATH

A TEENAGER who bragged after killing
an Asian shopkeeper Ok well, that’s
another Paki gone]” has been sentenced to
three years' detention.

L2¢ Lambeth, 16, of Hartsworth Closs, Plaistow,
ramarked later 10 2 friend: “There are enough of
them in Upten Park. It should be called Paki Park!”

His indifference to the death of
Kulvinder Singh Uppal, 26, led to
his arrest, the Old Bailey heard on
Friday. His friend [ioyd Evans
“shopped” him.

Havea-go her Mr Uppa gave dhase
after Lambeth and anather shopfiftor
stole two pairs of jeans and 2 shict from ~ g ]
his Green Strect shop. 'opat

Mr Uppal, of Chadwell Heath, hurted himself 2t the
getaway car and clung on as Lambeth eccelerated,

But Lamboth gelibecarely swe}:vaga‘s‘m lo:‘selsz:;:

keeper's grip” said prosecutnr Linda Stem, My
{2l it L hes o the v i1 Penge Rond, Pision:
e was dead on arrival at hospitat,
ied to block Lambeth, but he swerved

Other motorists wied o
past, [ambeth dumped the stolea velicle and was collested
by his friend to whom he mads the st remiark.

The cour! heard he had heen convicted of harming
another Asian shopkesper tn 1387, and sentenced lo a
one-year Supeevision order. )

‘Lanibeth adreitied manslaughter and theft of the jeans.
Me Jastice Waterhouse told bim it was “highly L
his earlier conviction faited to teach hitw a fesson, but
accepted he was “geavincly renorseiut’

Throughout, NMP maintained the stance that the
possibility that there was a racial dimension to the
attack should not be ruled out. This has always
been the Project’s position, despite opposition
from the police. We were also clear that the white
youths in this case should be charged with murder.
Only one of Kulvinder’'s assailants was eventually
charged with manslaughter. If this charge of
manslaughter against defendants known to be
guilty is compared to the charge of murder brought
against an innocent black man Samuel Ricketts
(see chapter 8) — a case which also involved a
death as a result of robbery — then the double
standards between the charges brought to bear
against black and white defendents is unmistakable.

During the trial of Kulvinder's assailant, it was
revealed that he was a known racist who in 1987
had been convicted of GBH on another Asian
shopkeeper on Barking Road. Even more disturbing
was the revelation at the trial that after Kulvinder
had died, the youth had bragged ‘ch well, that’s
another Paki gone’. For everyone assoclated with
NMP, those words had & chilling ring, for exactly
the same comments were made by the skinheads
who murdered Akhtar Ali Balg in 1980! The lesson
is clear: whilst not assuming that all attacks on
black people are racist in intent, never rule out a
racist motive.

OTHER AREAS IN THE BOROUGH

Stratford
Last year we reported on the growing problem of
raclal harassment on the Waddington Estate in
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black familises living on the estate.

The case of the K family is typical. They have
been racially abused, spat on, stoned, and windows
of both their home and their car have been
deliberately smashed. The overall situa-tion has
led to five black families being transfered off the
estate this year, with two more awaiting transfer.
Agfar as we are aware no arrests have been made,
despite the gang’s regular presence in the area. It
i2 our assertion that the problem on this estate
must be prioritised by every agency concerned
before all the black families are driven away.

East Ham

As the first black person on her block, VC was not
warmly received by her neighbours living directly
below her. As a young single mother, she was
perceived as very vulnerable. Her neighbours
chose to harass her systematically in a Very
specific way. By playing on the racist sterotype of
the noisy West Indian, they persistently made
complaints of the noise nuisance they were
supposedly suffering from her. When pressed to
explain what this noise consisted of, their list
included running a bath during the svening and
watching television.

After failing to substantiate their ‘allegations’,
VC’s neighbours offered to pay money to get rid of
her and when this failed they turned to violence,
kicking the door and threatening that ‘I’ burn you
out!’. The evening after this particular attack
occurred, a friend visited VC and his car
mysteriously burst into flames outside.

Alarmingly, the initial response of the Houging
Department was to support the neighbours and
threaten to evict VC. It was only due to the
intervention of NMP that they were made to
realise that these complaints of noise nuisance
were unfounded and the motive was sheer racism.
Despite the Department's comprehensive race
structure, we were still required to advise the
officer concerned of the varied and subtle forms in
which racial harassment might manifest itself. It
was only then that VCbegan to receive the support
she was entitled to and the legal department is now
looking into VC's complaints.

Canning Town

The problem of increased racial attacks in Canning
Town will be discussed at greater length in the
chapter on Racism and Fascism in South Newham.
We would again point out, however, that the
pattern of harassment and robbery of black
shopkeepers in the area points to the conclusion
that they are viewed as ‘easy targets’. Take the
case of Mr A who suffered regular attacks on his
shop in Star Lane. When 15 young white men
robbed his shop on 14 September, he was able to
identify several of them as living locally. However,

rather than investigating the case, the policse told
Mr A to simply contact Plaistow Police Station if he
saw them again. It is this indifferent attitude that
has led $o the frightening rise in the level of racist
violence in the area.

Plaistow

In 1985 we reported on NMP’s campaign for
‘Justice for the Pryce Family’ after Eustacs Pryce
was stabbed to death whilst defending a friend in
aracist attack outside the Greengate pub, Plaistow.
The police arrived immediately, but instead of
arresting the racist murderer they arrested
Eustace’s brother, Gerald.

® In July of this year a black youth, David
Rosemond, had his throat slashed by white youths
after he had previously intervened in a vicious
racist attack on a friend. The wounding of David
Rosemond took place on Prince Regents Lanse,
opposite the (Greengate pub.

ASiAnS T epi€s o XAj8S

ECommumty demamds:]
Justice for the Pryces!

The trial of Geraid Pryce and four other
black youtbs is duc to commence on Deio-
ber §.

The sixtean-year-old
Westindfan youth is
charged with alfray for
fighting back against

sed 2 incident from &
passing bus faifed 1o
#rtest the murderer,
arresting instead Gerald
racist thugs who mur- Prece on the grounds
dered his bBrother, On thut he appearcd 10 be
Novemeber 29, 1984, prepaning to 90 some-
white thogs proveked a thing danzerous,
ecnirontation in Ne. Gerald was taken 1
wham. east Londen, Plaistuw police station
Gerald's beather, Eus- whilst bis brother was
tace was aet invelved in
the fight that ensued.
but was nevertheless
attacked by the racisis
who suobed him in the
back of the aeck.
Euvstace died almost

thug slushed at a teenager
causing a wound that needed 18 stitches.
Police (hink the attack on David Roscrmond, 16, was
* in revenge for him thwarting a hammer attack on a
friend 24 hours earlier. |
In thar incident, Davis !The following day. David
was walking with his was in Prince Regent
friend to & bus stop Lane, Plaislow, when 3
visit her nephew ar the when they were chai- while youth ran up,
stagon she was refused fonged by # yeuth who stashed him and tauy-
satrr by the police ard F@n(gd to fght the I{:q: d‘q‘}\mm is your
it owe e riend. TienRdy
1 was oAiy h‘fu“ l?[« He refused and & gang, David was aken 1o New-
that Gerald was cven- G i
) ; including  one  tbug
imeediacely; bur plain taally released caly w

Aedlae] - ® armed with & hammer, ©
clothes officers who are find thet his brothey came round the corner treatment. His address
allezed to have witnes- was dead. is bei

and chased then, is being kept secrer.

The fTicnd was tripped up Delectives at Plalsiow say
Leeotvid and the youth with the the attacker wis shout
bapmer was about to 18, 5M_8ins, with very
[Er2ees strike him when David  short Highe brown hair
intervened. I snd wore a are
Racial taunts were hutled | bomber jacket and fight

during__the incident. | coloured jeans. Infor-

Both David and is [ maton o Dot Spt
Iriend arc black. Craig Siratford on 0708
29311

dying in  hospital.
When an awat wied w

ham General Hospital
and discharged  siler

Five years on—saine place, same attack, different
names. How much longer will this be allowed to
continue? Our figures (and even the police figures)
indicate that Plaistow is an area of ever-increasing
racist attacks. The only solution is for the
authorities to cease viewing these attacks in
isolation, and place them in the larger area-wide
context they demand.

- BMile Bnd tudbe station

Last year we documented the racist attacks on NM
and her friends at Mile End tube station as they
returned from school in Qctober 1988. NM was
dragged to the ground by her hair and repsatedly
punched and kicked. Not only was she call a ‘f...ing
Paki’ by the woman and five white men that
attacked her, but the police officers who arrtved at
the scene said to NM and her friends ‘C’'mon you
black bitches, get out of here’. After the arrest of
three of the attackers, we were able to identify
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them as National Front activists. For a few days
after the attack, black pupils and some of their
teachers were followed to their homesysome wers
taped on video camera, as other suspected National
Front activists began to organise surveillance to
further intimidate NM and her friends. NMP
organised photographers to photograph some of
these activities and we witnessed some of these
men communicating to one another with walkie-
talkies. 5

In October of this year the case finally came to
Crown Court. Remarkably, the assailants were
acquitted by the jury on the grounds of self-
defenice against the gchool girls. NM's father was
scathing in his criticism of the way the case was
handled by the police and the Crown Prosecution
Service: ‘This case is a disgracs. Innocent girls are
beaten up and then treated like eriminals in Court.
The prosecution was pathstic, it proves that the
CPS don't take racial harassment casss seriously’.

RACIAL HARASSMENT NATIONALLY

This pattern of increasing racist violence in
Newham has been mirrored all over the country
where there have been at least five racist mmurders
during 1989.

Januvary: Ahmed Abukar Sheikh, a Somalian
refugee, was attacked and killed by a white gang
in Edinburgh. A National Front supporter accused
of his murder was acquitted at the trial despite

being proved to have repeatedly punched Mr -

Sheikh.

July: 14-year-old Tahir Akram died in Oldham
from a brain hasmorrhage after being shot in the
eye with an air pistol by white youths in a passing
car.

September: 66-year-old Mohammed Mussa, Saleh
died of a heart attack shortly after being physically
attacked and raclally abused on a bus while
travelling between Rotherham and Sheffield. Two
white men were arrested for the attack and
charged with minor offences.

November: 3B-year-old Kuldip Singh Sekhon, a
taxd driver, was murdered after picking up a white
man in Southall. He was stabbed 54 times, including
in his head, stomach and chest,.

December: 11-year-old Tasleem Akhtar was beaten

to death with a brick by a white youth in .

Birmingham.

Whilst NMP will continue to devote maximum
energy to the fight against racial harassment in
Newham, the problem clearly Lannot be geen in
tsolation. There is a desperate heeg%for & national
campaign agalnst racial harassment and to this
end we will continue to work within the London
Alliance Against Racism and Fascism (LAARF)
towards linking up with black community groups
up and down the country who are engaged in the
struggle against racism.




On 6 February 1989 Sir Peter Imbert,
the Metropolitan Police Commissioner,
launched a £400,000 publicity cam-
paign against racial harassment. In
spite of the fact that survey after
survey, including one commissioned
by the police themselves, had found
that nearly B80% of people questioned
thought these campalgns were a waste
of time and money, the Commissioner
was determined to promote the public
image of the police and press ahead
with yet another cosmetic exercise.
Thousands of glossy booklets, printed
in English and 12 other languages,
were to be distributed door-to-door in
eight London boroughs and made avail-
able in town halls, libraries and com-
munity centres in another 1 1 boroughs.
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And then there were the wonderful
‘Racial Harassment is a Crime’ postsrs
which were supposed to givs victims of
racist attacks confidence in the police
and encourage more reporting. That
such a campaign was doomed from the
start in a climate whers police racism
and police violence continue to thrive
from Newham to Guildford to Birming-
ham to Broadwater Farm did not seem
t0 bother Imbert in the slightest.

Yet, six months later, Commander
Richard Monk, head of Scotland Yard's
community involvement branch,
admitted that the campaign had been
plagued by a number of failures. In
seven of the eight boroughs targeted
for door-to-door distribution, on average
amers 10% of houssholds had booklsts
delivered. Commander Monk blamed
Saatchi & Saatchi (who organised the
Conservative Party’s advertising
campaign for the last three general
elections) for falling to carry out
delivery of the booklets as contracted.
At the end of the day, howsver, this
buresucratic breakdown in distribution
was to be the least of the police's
worries during 19880.

THE YEAR OF SHATTERED
ILLUSIONS

1989 will probably go down in history
as the year that public confidsnce in
the British police reached an all-time
low, as the year that the myth of the
friendly bobby on the beat was at last
laid to rest. No longer was it simply the
black community, the Irish community
and other minority constituencies on
the margins of society who were critical
and distrustful of the police.

People from all walks of life, from
all parts of the country, were speaking
out against police malpractice. In
Chapter 7, we look at the state of
affairs nationally, in the wake of the
Guildford 4 being fresd, and how the
police have been forced onto the
defensive for the first time in many

years.

But first let us look at how the police
in East London have dealt with racist
attacks by analysing their response in
concrete terms.

INJUSTICE AFTER INJUSTICE:
‘DERACIALISING’ RACIST
ATTACKS

NMP dealt with a litany of cases in
1989 involving black people reporting
racist attacks to the police and being
arrested themselves and either charged
or cautioned. Five such cases are
particularly revealing in that they
demonstrate unequivocally the extent
that police practices on the ground fail
$o live up to police propaganda about
combating racial harassment.

@ Late one April evening, PB and his
brother JB were working in their
grocery shop in Iiford. Two young
white men were standing around
outside and one of them picked up a
few apples. PB said to him that he
could pay for the apples inside to
which the white man repHed that he
was not going to pay and rsn off
with his friend. PB and JB then
went after them. The white men got
into their car and started driving
off. PB tried to stop them. All of a
sudden, the two white men stopped

their car and got out - one was

wielding a butcher's knife over a

foot long, the other a hammer. Not
having anything on hand to protect
themselves with, PB and JB
retreated towards the shop.
Unfortunately, JB lost his balance
and was stabbed from behind by the
man with the knife and hit on the
lower arm by the man with the
hammer. PB came to the defence of
his brother and shielded him. The
man with the knife tried to slash PB
but could not as PB defended himself.
In the scuffle that ensued, the rear
windscreen of the attackers’ car
was broken. The attackers had had
enough and drove off.

With the help of a few friends, two
of whom had witnessed the attack,
PB helped his brother back to the
shop. He phoned 999 twice and gave
the registration number of the
attackers’ car to the police. Officers
from Iford Police Station arrived
half an hour later with the two
attackers in tow. One of the police
officers asked JB whether he needed
an ambulance. PB answered that of
course he did. After the ambulance
had come and taken JB to hospital,
the police arrested PB for breaking
the window on his attackers' car.
The attackers were arrested as well.
The next day PB and his attackers
were charged with violent disorder.
JB was also charged with viclent
disorder, on being released from

T WhAT £O YOU THINK
I WEARE? ... AN
\ AMBULBNCE
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hospital a few days later.

This case was referred to NMP by PB’s and JB’s
uncle who lives in Newham. It is a classic example
of the police distorting the facts by representing a,
vicious attack on two black men as just another
fight between two opposing parties. PB and JB had
every right to defemnd themsslves and their
property: their attackers stole from their shop
and physically attacked them with weapons. JB
was stabbed, and his brother was fortunate not to
have sustained more sericus injuries. Yet in spite
of all the evidence, the police chose to charge PB
and JB as well as their attackers with wvioclent
disorder (which carries a maximum sentence of
five years imprisonment).

After sustained pressure from NMP in
conjunction with legal counsel, the charges against
PB and JB were dropped. It remains to be seen
whether the police and the Crown Prosecution
Service (CP3) will vigorously pursue the prosecution
of the attackers. Considering their criminalisation
of PB and JB, it is the least one can expect.

@ In March, another shopkeeper, in Walthamstow
this time, was criminalised by the police following
a racist attack. Mr K had sold a skateboard to
a white woman. She returned a few weeks later
with the skateboard broken, demanding her
money back. Mr K offered to replace the
skateboard or give her credit for its value. She
refused and became abugive, calling him a
‘Dlack bastard’ and telling him to go back to
where he came from. In spite of all this, Mr K
agreed to refund her money if she returned late
in the day when he had more cash to spare. But
she would not listen and stormed out.

A few weeks later, two men entersd Mr K's
shop — one of them, who was carrying the
broken gkateboard, said he was the white
woman’s husband. His wife was standing outside,
keeping watch. He said that he had a letter from
the consumer board. When Mr K asked to see
it, the man raised the skateboard to strike Mr
K on the head. Mr K reacted quickly and took
the blow that followed on his lower arm. The
other attacker grabbed Mr K by the throat and
punched him in the face. Meanwhile the white
woman was outside the shop screaming ‘kill
him’, ete. One of the attackers tried to grab Mr
K’'s mongy from the cash till. Mr K defended
himself and was able to get the attackers out of
hig shop. One of them threatened to teach Mr K
a lesgon and burn his shop down. The incident
was witnessed by MMr K’'s assistant and a
customer.

Mr K phoned Walthamstow Police Station but
was told that the police did not have time to
come at present. Yet they arrived some 15
minutes later and after hearing what happenad,
said that there was nothing to investigate but

that if there was ever any trouble again, to call
the police. Two other officers returned later in
the day and agsked Mr K to close his shop and
accompany them to the police station. They
eventually agreed to let Mr K come the next
morning.

When Mr K walked into Walthamstow Police
Station the next morning, he was arrested and
charged with actual bodily harm (ABH) and
possessing an offensive weapon.

This case was referred to NMP by Newham Rights
Centre. It 1s yet ancther example of the police
arresting the vietim of a racist attack who actually
reported the attack to the police in the first placs.
Even worse is the fact that his attackers were to
be prosecution witnesses against him.

Repeated attempts over the following months
to reason with the arresting officer were, not
surprisingly, in vain, Nevertheless, after successful
negotiations with the CP8 and the judge assigned
to deal with the case, Mr X was granted a
bindover, and a verdict of not guilty was entered.
The fact that Mr K's attackers had no objections
to Mr K being offered a bindover indicates thas
they toc were not confident about arguing their
case before a jury.

® On an August evening, WK phoned the police
when a drunken white neighbour came banging
on the front door, shouting racist abuse and
complaining about & baby (WK's niece) making
too much noise. When two officers arrived, WK
explained to them what had happened. His
mother was standing next to him, holding the
baby. All of a sudden, the white neighbour
reappeared. He shouted ‘you f...ing black ¢..t,
you think you can do anything you want around
here’ and charged toward WK's mother and the
baby. The police did nothing so WK stood in
front of his mother and the baby to protect
them. It was only then that the police physically
Intervened and grabbed the neighbour, who
resisted violently.
The police called for reinforcements who arrivad
swiftly. They restrained the neighbour and
took him away. But just as WK was going back
into the house, the police arrested him as well,
apparently for disturbing the peace. Another
white neighbour who had seen the entire incident
asked the police why WK was being arrested ag
he had not done anything. One of the officers
pushed her away and WK was then taken to
Plaistow Police Station.
NMP received a call on the Emergency Servics,
and we immediately sent two of our volunteers
to Cannming Town where the incident had taken
place. After being briefed about what had
happened, they went to Plaistow Police Station,
where the inspector in charge informed them
that the officers involved maintained that WK

and the white neighbour were fighting in the
street, which of course was untrue.

Three hours later WK was released after being
cautioned. He told our velunteers that he had
not been given any explanation of what a
caution meant, that he was told he would be
charged unless he accepted a caution, and that
he had not been informed that our volunteers
were there, although they had sgpecifically
asked the inspector to do so. Qur voluntesrs
tried to persuade the inspector to rescind the
caution onthe grounds that WK wasnotinformed
of the impHeations, but to no avail.

This case, like others discussed in this report, is
typical of how the police fall to respond to racial

harassment in any serious, meaningful way. WK

phoned the police for help, yet three hours later he
walked out of a police station with a causion, which
in legal terms represents an admission of guilt and
remains on record for several years. Such a
travesty of justice remains all too commeon.

® In October, Mrs R was walking home along
Romford Road. In front of West Ham Swimming
Baths, she was suddenly set upon by two white
wormsen, one of whom was swinging a dog chain.
This unprovoked attack continued for several
minutes, throughout which Mrs R tried to
escape from her attackers by running along
Romford Road. Although it was rush hour,
nobody stopped to help. Mrs R finally managed
to break free by scrambling into a passing car.
Mrs R, a student at the Polytechnic of East
London (PEL), suffered head injuries as well ag
cuts, bruises and bites. After seeing her GP,
who prescribed a tetanus injection and
painkillers, she reported the attack to Forest
Gate Police Station. There she was told that
because she had been attacked on the ‘wrong
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side’ of Romford Road, West Ham Police Station
would have to deal with the case and that
officers from there would visit her at home
shortly. :

Three days later, Mrs R was visited by officers
from West Ham who tock g brief staternent. The
same day they telephoned her and told her that
her attackers had accused her of assaulting
them and stealing a gold chain. She wag asked
to come in to West Ham Police Station which shie
did. There she was interrogated for eight hours.
Her statement filled 36 pages. A month later
Mrs R and one of her attackers were both
charged with disorderly bshaviour.

This case raises many questions about the way
that police officers behave towards black people.
Mrs R was treated disgracefully throughout the
case, culminating in being charged herself, in spite
of being the victim of a cowardly racist attack. On
several occasions, police officers told her not to
assoclate with NMP, implying that she had to
choose between cooperating with NMP and
cooperating with the police (something which is
becoming increasingly common in Newham). And
the police passed on their version of what happened
to Mrs R (without asking for her permission) to
the Newham Recorder who published a thoroughly
twisted article. In fact, a police spokesperson is
quoted several times in the story, which ironically
bortrays Mrs R as a victim of an attempted
mugging (another example of the police
‘deracialising’ crime against black people) and
asks for witnesses to come forward. We must ask
ourgelves why Mrs R was later charged if the
police believed her to be the victim of a crime. And
is it surprising that black people are so apprehensive
of reporting racist attacks to the police when the
police so readily breach their confidentiality and
criminalise them?

With the assistance of the Polytechnie of East
London (PEL) Students’ Union, NMP has traced an
independent witness who was driving by when
Mrs R was being attacked. However, even this has
yet to convince the police and the CPS to drop the
charges against Mrs R.

@ In November, SY walked out of his sister's
house in Plaistow. For no reason whatsoever,
he was jumped on by a 15-year-cld white boy
who lves on the same road. The boy punched
8Y in the face and knocked him to the ground,
shouting, ‘I'm going to kill you, Paki, I've got
you now.’ 8Y’s brother came running out of the
house and dragged the white boy off. The boy’s
mother and step-father had cofhe out of their
house by this time and were also shouting racist
abuse. The boy was bragging about what he had
done.

Officers from West Ham Police Station arrived
soon after, having been phoned by SY’s sister.




8Y’s face was badly bruised and both his knees
were badly cut. When SY explained what had
happened, the police promised him in frong of
several family members that his attacker would
be arrested.

When 8Y pointed out his attacker, the boy’s
parents began protesting and shouting that it
was 8Y who should be arrested. The police,
retracting what they had earlier promised and
ignoring SY's visible injuries, said that unless
the matter was resolved there and then, both
parties would be arrested. The white boy, proud
of what he had done, was unrepentent, however,
and refused to comply. As a result, both SY and
his attacker were arrested.

8Y was offered a caution which he correctly
refused. He was released on bail pending an
investigation. A few days later, 8Y received a
letter from Newham Victimg Support, offering
assistance. The case had been referred to them
by the police who openly acknowledged that SY
was the victim of an assault. Yet when SY
returned to West Ham Police Station nearly a
month later, he was charded with actual bodily
harm (ABH), as was the boy who attacked him.

This case 13 astonishing for several reasons:

1 8Y had visible injuries. His attacker had none,
except for bruised knuckles which he got from
punching 8Y. How could the police charge SY with
ABH when his alleged victim had no relevant
injuries?

8 If 8Y was guilty of ABH, why was he referred
by the police to Victims Support as a victim of an
assault?

Perhaps the police and the CPS realised the
absurdity of their case against SY. For when the
case came up for committal, the charges were
dropped against SY and unfortunately against his
attacker as well. The possibility of taliing out a
private prosecution against SY's attacker is
currently being examined. What is clear, however,
is that the police acted abhorrently during this
case and once again collaborated with a violent
racist against an innocent black person.

UPDATE FROM 1988

Below we look at a case documented in last year's
Annual Report which explodes the myth that
racist attacks and police malpractice are confined
to deprived areas within inner cities.

® MM and LM bought & house in ‘respectable’
Redbridge in 1986. They have hardly had a day’s
beace since. Their white neighbours have organised
& campaign of hate that has bordered on the
obsessive. The harassment has taken many forms;
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complaints about noise nuisance culminating in a
petition signed by all the neighbours and an
injunction; complaints about MM washing his car
in public too often; and regular visits from the
police and Redbridge Council’'s Environmental
Health Department where the general thrust of
what was being suggested was that MM, LM and
their young child should move out of the ares and
let things get back t0 ‘normal.’ Matters deteriorated
to such an extent that MM was arrested and
charged with grievous bodily harm (later reduced
to comrmon assault on a police officer), disorderly
behaviour and criminal damage. Although he was
convicted on all three counts at Redbridge
Magistrates Court, he appealed and was later
acquitted of the one remaining charge at
Snaresbrook Crown Court, the police and the CPS
having dropped the other two charges.

Throughout the ordeal of the trial, MM and LM
rented out their home and lived in Hacknsy
instead. When they moved back to Redbridge in
November 1988, the trouble started immediately.
A new next door neighbour falsely accused MM of
assaulting him and went so far as taking out a
private prosecution against MM. MM was recently
acquitted of this charge as well and intends to
pursue the matter through the courts. The samse
neighbour has also threatened MM, LM and their
young child with his rottweiler and regularly
blocks their driveway with his car.

MM has also been regularly stopped and
searched by the police. In November 1989, he was
pulled over while driving in Hackney. When the
officer put his name through the computer, he was
incorrectly informed that MM was convicted of
grievous bodily harm on a police officer. MM
rightly denied this, having been acquitted of the
charges against him. Nevertheless, the officer
ordered him to get out of his car so that he could
search it. MM, who had a fireplace poker in the
car, found himself charged with possesging an
offensive weapon. We await the decision of the
court with regard to this charge.

The predicament of MM and his family is a
stark indication that ‘moving up in the world’ is no
escape from the racism of British society. Racism
clearly continues to fester away In suburban
Redbridge, totally unchallenged by the local council,
the police and other relevant agencies. Indeed, the
response of the police at every level has been
atrocious. They have done nothing to deter the
white neighbours from constantly harassing MM
and his family. In fact, they have been part and
parcel of the problem themselves by criminalising
MM on several ocecasions. And what is the use of
being acquitted on appeal if the police continue to
accuse you of something that the court has found
you innocent of? Something must be done about
such & blatant violation of basic legal rights.

South Newham has a long history of
racist violence, but it also has a long
history of black resistence to racism.
Indeed, there has been a significant
black presence in Canning Town ever
since the Victoria Docks were built in
1858. Initially a fairly good relationship
seems to have existed between the
black and white cornmunities, but any
complacency about this was shattersd
by the ‘Riots’ of 1919. On 16 August,
the East London Observer carried the
headline ‘Serious Rioting in Canning
Town’ and reported on confrontations
between blacks and whites after a West
Indian, Thomas Pell, had been set upon
by a crowd of whites. Similar riots had
occured in other dock areas of black
settlement like Cardiff and Liverpool.

The Second World War devastated
Canning Town and the old community
were forced to move out. In the 1960s,
however, some new black residents,
chiefly immigrants from the Indian
sub-continent, moved into an area which
had been largely rebuilt since the War
and where most of the accommodation
was council housing estates. Attacks
on this black community have gradually
escalated over the years to the point
where, for the lagt ten years, NMP has
consistently documented Canning Town
(regarded as an ares of severe social
deprivation with a unique sub-culture
in which crime and viclence abound)
as having the highest incidence of
racist attacks in the borough.

Black people in S8outh Newham are,
however, far from passive victims of
this racism. A Dbrave and
uncompromising struggle has led, since
the 1960s, to black people successfully
establishing themselves within the area.
The result has been that during the
1980s racist violence has been directed
at those black families who are
perceived to be newcomers in the area.
And the horrific nature of these attacks
has led to Canning Town becoming a,
virtual prison, a ‘no-go’ area for many
of its own black residents. For ten
years NMP hasg fought against this tide

of racism, but the level of attacks
throughout 1989 suggest that the
struggle is far from over.

FASCISM IN SOUTH NEWHAM

There is always the danger that racist
violence in S8outh Newham will tip over
into outright fascism. During the 1970s
National Front (WF) activity led to
Newham South consistently having the
highest NF vote in the country, at its
peak nearly three times the national
average. Throughout the 1980s the
area continued to serve as an
organisational base and as a focus for
fascist activity. It came as no surprise,
therefore, that Canning Town was one
of the areas chosen by the British
National Party (BNP) in 1989 to test
out a new found strength.

On 87 February, the BNP organised
a meeting in Tidal Basin, Canning
Town. At very short notice NMP
managed to mobilise over 150 anti-
fascists to demonstrate outside West
Ham tube station where the fascists
were due to assemble before being
escorted to their meeting place by the
police. In the event, this large police
Dresence ensured that the counter-
mobilisation eould not prevent the
fascist gathering taking place. Seventy-
five fascists attended the meeting to
discuss setting up & central branch in
South Newham (gee Chapter 8 for
more details)

BNP's John Tyndall touring Newham
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By April BNP graffiti and stickers were appearing
all over the Canning Town area, with fascist
broadshests and newsletters being delivered to
flats in Cranbrook Point and Dunlop Point a8 well
as around Star Lane, Ordnance Road and Manor
Road. Fascist activity also sparked off a general
upsurge of racist graffiti in the Star Lane area of
Canning Town.

RACIST ATTACKS

This period also witnessed an upsurge in the level
of violent physical attacks on black people in
Canning Town. Once again it was the Star Lane
areawhere this vicious racism was most prominent.

On 29 May 1989 DS and his 13- year-old
daughter were visiting relatives in Ordnance Road.
Whilst the little girl was playing in the garden, 15
white youths began to abuse her racially and one
of them struck her on the head with a cricket bat.
Ag D8 ran over to save his daughter, he was set
upon by the youths who also unleashed a pit bull
terrier onto him. DS had his arm broken in two
Places by the youth wielding the cricket bat while
the other youths called him a ‘nigger’ and a ‘black
bastard’. The attack also left him with cuts and
bruises all over his body.

When the police arrived the youths who had
attacked DS were still standing on the opposite
side of the road and DS, his relatives and other
witnesses identified them as being the attackers.
But after speaking to the youths, the police
informed DS that ‘it's just white against black,
there’s nothing we can do’.

20

ANOTHER EVERYDAY STORY OF NEWHAM FOLK ..

) 1T JUST WHITE AGANST BLACK...
THE PEOPLE THERE'S NOTHING WE (AN D/

Throughout the year, Faroukh, thelocal shopkeeper
on Exning Road opposite Eastlea School, had
experienced new heights of racial harassment,
exceeding even the continuous harassment he had
faced from local teenagers since he moved into the
ares over a year previously. Gangs would regularly
gather outside his shop, racially abuse him, daub
racist and fascist graffiti on his shop, smash his
windows and dsmand free cigarettes. All the local
residents were aware of the problem but no one
saw fit to intervene, so the harasment escalated to
the point where, at the end of May, one of the older
Eagtlea School pupils attacked Faroukh and
punched out his two front teeth. Faroukh sold his
shop three months later and returned to Pakistan.

It is important to note that thess attacks were
in no way isolated incidents. All the black
shopkeepers in the ares had experienced similar
problems. As nothing was done, the general trend
of racist attacks increased in seriousness and
number. For example, on the very same day that
DS was attacked, two young black men coming out
of a pizza parlour on Barking Road, E18, were set
upon and badly beaten up by a gang of white thugs.
Predictably, officers who arrived at the scene of
all these attacks, did not take them seriously,
failed to make arrests and did not even bother to
take statements from key witnessges. Their excuse
for this total abdication of their responsibilities,
was that it was a matter for the Racial Incidents
Squad to investigate. The case of DS, where
officers dismissed the incident as ‘just white
against black’, is all the more ironic when one
considers it coincided with the launch of a local
police anti-racist publicity campaign entitled ‘Racial
attacks are against the law’. It was ag a result of
this complete failure by the police to erack down
on racist violence, and concrete evidence that the
police’s racial harassment campaign was nothing
more than a public relations exercise, that led to
local black people demanding that NMP take
action.

THE BEGINNINGS OF A COMMUNITY
CAMPAIGN

Patrols

Our initial response was to make contact with
familiss who had experienced racial harassment
and establish a regular system of home visits. The
congensus of all the families we visited in this

period was that the crux of the problem lay in the -

lack of a definable black community as exists, say,
in Worth Newham. The fact that families were all
living in relative igsolation gave the local racists
confidence to attack black people with impunity.
The familles NMP visited were equally clear on
how they saw NM™ s role in helping them combat
these attacks: a support network should be
established where NMP's home visits would be
developed intc a more organigsed black presence in
the area.

Atthe same timewe could not ignore information
we had received from some families about a fascist
recrultment drive in the area and it therefore
became imperative that we investigate any possible
links between fascist activity and the increase in
racist attacks.

A series of planning meetings were held and a
strategy of regular ‘patrols’ in the area was
formulated. The {mmediate aimeg of this initiative
were (1) to speak to local people, black and white,
10 gain & more complete profile of the state of
affairs in the area; (2) to make contact with other
familles who have been harassed; (3) to establish
the extent of organised fascist activity in the area;
(4) to give moral, physical and emotional support
to individuals and families being racially attacked
and reassure them that they are not alone. The
long-term aim of the patrols, however, was the
dsvelopment of a genuine community base where
local people themselves are involved in supporting
each other, with NMP facilitating if necessary.

The patrols were far less ‘high profile’ than the
terms sugdests. They simply took the form of very
small groups, including NMP workers, Management
Committee members and vclunteers, ‘hanging
out’ in the area, walking around and talking to
local people. However, the initiative was fully
coordinated to ensure a regular presence during
the day and at least three nights a week. These
groups approached lccal shopkeepers, local
residents (both black and white) and the teenagers
who would congregate on the strests in the evening,
to explain $o them what we were doing and elicit
information about recent attacks or evidence of
fascist activity.

Care was taken to conduct these patrols at a
very non-confrontaticnal levsl, to avoild local
people developing an image of ug as ‘outsiders’
Intruding on their ‘turf’ which could have led to a
very hostile reception, not $o mention a backlash
for the residents. Whilst word soon got around of
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our work in the area, the low-key approach we
chose to adopt proved highly successful. Through
a regular presence we were sble o gain the
confidence of all local black people who not only
welcomed us but urged us to maintain our high
level of activity.

After only a few weeks’ patrolling it bscame

clear that racist attacks were on the increase. By

maintaining our presence and gaining the
confidence of local black people, many «f those
that had initially denied experiencing any problems
began to open up and tell us of vicious attacks they
had experienced or that they knew of. Qur initial
impression: that new black families in the ares
were being harassed rather than black families
who had become established over a londer term
was also reaffirmed. A single black mother told us
how she had besn racially abused and threatended
by two white men who approached her on Clifton
Road, E16; when they recognised her g8 someons
who had lived in the area for years and who had
attended a local school, they apologised.

Many people we talked to identified the
perpetrators as being local teenagders, particularly
pupils and ex-pupils of Eastlea School, who most
evenings congregated around the shops and parks.
We also established that whilst the BNP had
definitely been active in the ares, thay had not
maintained a consistent presence and were not
directly responsible for attacks although thelr
racist propaganda had without a doubt contributed
to the confident and blasé attitude people had
about expressing their racist sentiments, both
verbally and physically. All the families we spoke
to who had experienced harassment were also
united in their dissatisfation with the imitial
response of the police and the council to thsir
plight.

THE CAMPAIGN GETS GOING

The next stage of the campaign cams when local
families urged NMP to highlight the issue and
force the various agencies into action. With the
success of the patrols, it was decided to extend
them further to serve ag the foundation for
building a broadbased community campaign against
racist attacks. A Working Party was convened to
enlist the support of houging offices, soclal services,
trade unions, local community activists, teachers
and youth workers, and other anti-racist and anti-
fascist volunteers. The new patrols thersfore
consisted of much larder grgups who were now
able to split up intc groups of three, covering &
wider area. The presence of loézl people on the
patrols, and in particular local teachers, enabled
us to develop a better dialogue with the residents
and teenagers in the area. It also had the advantage
of sending out a warning to those carrying out the
attacks as local peopls on the patrol would now be




able to identify those responsible for the
harassment. Volunteers involved in the campaign
also began regular weekend leafleting sessions in
Rathbone Market, E16, to advertise our presence
and publicise the campaign.

Ta complement this work we produced articles
in local publications, visited local groups and
statutory agencies arcund Canning Town, Beckton
and Custom House, including SOCATACH, Housing
Managers and the Difector of Social Services.
Whilst few people we spoke to were openly
dismissive of the aims of the campaign, it was
noticeable that many of the anti-racist and anti-
fascist posters we put up all over South Newham
had to be constantly replaced as they were defaced
or torn down.

PUBLIC MEETING

On 31 July, the Working Party organised a Public
Meeting at the NACA Centre, Barking Road, E13,
to publicise the aims of the campaign and provide
a platform for local people to voice their concerns.
The veniue was chogen partly for security purposes
in the event of a BNP backlash to the anti-racist
and anti-fasclst message contained in  the
campaign’s publicity material. The meeting was
attended by over 150 people, many of whom were
residents In the area, but also including
representatives from schools, community groups,
councillors, council officers, and active anti-racists.

The meeting was addressed by Gerry Gable
(editor of Searchlight magazine, an anti-fascist
monthly), Barry Mussenden (WMP), Sabdar Al
(Canning Town Muslim Welfare Association) and
Rita Sexious, a local white woman with black
children and grandchildren who had experienced
raclal harassment from the moment she moved
into the area.

Rita Sexious told the meeting how the harassment
against her family had begun with neighboury
referring to her as a ‘nigger lover' and calling her
children ‘black monkeys’. This abuse then escalated
to the point where a black friend had ammeonia
sprayed into his eyes; threats were made against
Mrs Sexious’ life, culminating in an arson attempt
on her home in June.

Mrs Sexious’ experiences gpitomise the local
fight against racists. She has a long history of anti-
racist work and direct confrontation against racist
attackers which has in the past led to her being
arrested and charged when she has acted in self-
defence. Undster-red-by thig, and by the fact that
she is disabled and has a daughter who suffers
from cancer, Mrs Sexious continued with her
brave fight. At the meeeting she spoke of how she
witnessed the brutal attack on DS and, utterly
disgusted with the attitude of the police, she had
referred him to NMP.

Following these contributions, the discussion
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was then opened up to the floor, sparking lively
debate as to what demands the campaign should
make on the authorities. At this point
Superintendent John Ball, Newham’s Principal
Community Liaigon Officer (CLO), demanded to
speak (on the grounds that he had to leave) in
front of six other people who were waiting in turn
to be called by the Chair. He was offered the
platform on the basis that he would then accept
questions from the community. This he arrogantly
declined to do and his patronising behaviour
naturally angered those present.

Superintendent Ball then seems to have used local
people’s objections to his chauvinistic behaviour
as an excuse to storm out of the meeting in what
appeared to be a deliberate action, stage-mnanaged
to divert attention from the real issues, most
importantly the threat of further racist attacks.
(It should also be noted that the police officers
outside who were assigned to ‘protect’ the meeting
from any possible fascist attack irresponsibly
stormed off with him!)

It was in light of the failure of the police to
respond to racist crime in the area that the
meeting agreed that the campaign should continue
patrolling and leafleting estates in South Newham.
One very beneficial result of the meeting was the
drawing in of new volunieers to help with speaking
to and working with community groups, tenants
associations and schools.

MEDIA COVERAGE OF CAMPAIGN

Although Time Out magazine coverad the public
meeting, the immediate report in the local
newspaper was not 8o favourable. The Newharm
Recorder's report of 3 August 1989 (which
appeared under the headline *‘Police Chief Storm’
was followed by a more detalled article a week
later in which John Ball’s biased view of the
meeting was given undue weightage. (see Chapters
7 and 11). Those who had attendsd the mesting
were 30 outraged by the false impreassion given in
this report that many wrote angry replies to the
Recorder, two of which were eventually printed
(see letter ‘Lawman out of step on racism?) after

complaints of censorship from NMP. However, on
31 August the Recorder printed an exceptionally
long rejoinder from John Bgll who again attempted
to discredit the work of NMP.

Further coverage of the campaign wag provided
by Thames News who on 18 August filmed an
evening patrol and interviewed four of the people
who had experienced persistent racial harassment
and violent attacks in the area. All were scathing
of the police response to attacks and openly
welcomed the work of the campaign and praised
the support that had been given to them through
the patrols. The five-minute featurs on Thames
News (screened the following day) included film of
the Newham Organised Racial Incidents Squad
(NORIS) discussing ‘The Patel Case’ and an
interview with Deputy Assistant Commissioner
Wyn Jones who attacked the initiative as being
‘divisive’ and accused NMP volunteers of being
‘self-gppointed’, totally ignoring the fact that we
were there solely at the request of those people
who had been attacked. Wyn Jones also attempted
to dismisg the patrols as being some form of
‘vigilante’ operation, refusing to address the
question of cur pressnce being required as a direct
result of the total failure of the police to tackle the
problem.

SUCCESSES OF THE CAMPAIGN

Despite Wyn Jones' remarks, the pressure the
campalign exerted on the police meant that they
were forced to corne up with some sort of response,
reopening those cases we had identified. However,
in a completely misguided effort 0 ‘crack down'
on racist attacks, they began to attempt their own
patrols — but in a mobile gtation van. With
remarkable similarity to an ice-cream van touting
for custom before moving on to the next ares, this
initiative completely failed to convince black people
that the police were now taking racist attacks
seriously. The police had clearly become no more
sensitive to the needs of the black community, a
point which was further emphagised when the
shopkeeper oppogite Bastlea School rang Plaistow
Police Station to report another incident. The
officers took over an hour to arrive. When he
dared to complain, he was told by a WPC that if
that was his atititude then he could forget it and
she proceeded to leave without taking a statement.

Fortunately, the regular presence of the
camnpaign's supporters led to thig shopkeeper and
other local people, becoming far more confident
about confronting their attackers. Representatives
from the campaign were also invited to report to
local schools, and, through regular liaison with
Eastlea School in particular, shopkeepers were
able to identify those pupils who were responsible
for harassment and they were immediately
guspended.
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Through speaking at the Eastlea Community
Asscciation we found out that many local white
regidents were already aware of the,problem and
supported the aims of the campaign. Regrettably,
the local Labour Party ward was not willing to
wake up to the seriousness of the problem.

One of the most obvious successes of the
campalgn was the lull in raecist violence in the
immediate area, although this in no way
represented the end of the attacks since assaulis
continued in surrounding areas. One example of
this was a horrific attack on a black staff nurse
caught in a traffic jam on the Canning Town
roundabout. As far as we are aware, 1o arrests
havs ever been made for this.

|
i
A STAFF nurse may lase the sight of one sye

after a vicious unprovoked attack last week,
an he sat
a

[ BY TIM MURRAY

However, the campaign had now managed to fulfil
one of its initial aims — the establishment of a
community base in the Star Lane area with a
network of local people monitoring the situation,
and referring new cases to NMP. To complement
our regular support visiis, the Social Services
Department pledged to create a temporary post
for a racial harassment worker who would be
partly responsible to NMP and assist us with this
support work. Thus, while we maintained our anti-
fascist initiative in the area, we were now able to
focus the campaign more specifically on work
within the tenants’ movement.

BLACK TENANTS’ MOVEMENT

Much of the racist violence in South Newharm was
clearly council estate-based, or took place around
shops within these estates. Therefore the aim of
creating black support networks in the area was
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not only to establish a community base, but also
to tap into existing tenants’ associations (TAs),
informing them of racist activity in the area and
demanding that they support the black tenants.

With a view to creating a forum capable of
encompassing the whole of South Newham, we
entered into a joint initiative with the Housing
Department and the South Canning Town and
Custom House Project (SOCATACH). The result
was the formation of the South Newham Black
Tenants and Residents Support Group, the objective
of which was to provide a single organisational
voice for black tenants to urge the authorities and
the TAs to take on board their demands.

At the same time NMP workers and supporters
were making inroads into TAs in South Newham,
meeting with tenants’ representatives, informing
them of the nature of the problems and demanding
that they act. Despite the poor record of TAs in
acknowledging the existence of racial harassment
(and in some cases being racist themselves), we
were surprised to find them fairly receptive. A
sticking point, however, was their strong opposition
to the concept of a black tenants’ group. They
tended to see the role of the campaign as
encouraging individual black tenants to become
more active within their local TAs, and were very
hostile to the ideas of black self-organisation. This
stance demonstrated their failure to come to terms
fully with the fact that the prevalencs of racism in
South Newham has been one of the main reasons
why black people are reluctant to join TAs.

Newham Tenants and Residents Federation
also failed to appreciate this fact when they wrote
in thelr December issue of Federation Feedback
that:

There is a fear that the groups may be used as
a stick to beat the tenants’ movement with, that
positive things that happen are ignored and the
issue becomes political. There is also a fear that
groups could be used as a jumping board for the
establishment of exclusively black tenants’
associations, something which we are definitely
against.

This type of defensive reaction to the prosgpect of
black tenants organising a forum to project common
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demands must only reinforce the urgent need for
8 Black Tenants and Residents Support Group.
Although the group’s initial meetings attracted
only a few tenants, wider publicity of the December
meeting resulted in over 20 black tenants attending
along with representatives from NMP, the Housing
Department and SOCATACH. Throughout this
meeting we remained adamant that the group
should be totally autonomous, with the Housing
Department helping to resource it without
abtempting to control it. Views varied as to what
the immediate issues of concern should be, but
there was no doubt that the priority had to be the
problem of increasing racial harassment.

The anger of local tenants expressed itself in
condemnation of the Housing Department for its
poor record in dealing with thelr concerns and in
support for the approach adopted by NMP’s ‘South
Newham campaign’. However, the meeting came
to a very constructive end, with commitments
being taken to support those tenants who were
being racially attacked and for a recruitment, drive
to be undertaken to draw more black tenants into
the group.

For the past ten years, NMP has consistently
advocated such groups as the way forward for
tackling racist attacks against isolated black
families. In 1987 the Project worked with the
council to bring people together to form the Forest
Gate Black Tenants and Residents Group. Similar
groups are now emerging across the borough
although we will continue to prioritise that of
South Newham for all the reasons detailed in this
chapter.

To sum up, the South Newham campaign has
served as an example of how the Project can act
as a catalyst for community action and self-
defence: confronting racist elements in Canning
Town; providing a support network for victims of
racist violence; creating greater awareness of
attacks in the area; and challenging directly
institutions operating in the area. The campaign
against racist violence in South Newham illustrates
the role of black community organisations, such
as NMP, which is to act as a resource for black

people since ultimately it is the community that

constitutes the base for resistance to racism, as it
has done in South Newham for the past 100 Years.

POLICE HARASSM

IT

Racial harassment is an integral part
of British society, rooted in a history of
colonial oppression and ideas of white
superiority. The police cannot be
divorced from this reality. Indeed, the
overwhelming majority of black people
in this country are bitterly critical not
only of the ineffective response of the
police to racist violence but also of
racist policing against the black
community. Consequently, exposing
police brutality and malpractice has
alwaysbeen a priority on NMP’s agenda.
For we are not talking about a few
rotten apples in the barrel; we are
talking about a rotten barrel filled with
rotten apples.

CASEWORK

A total of 109 cases of police harassment
were reported to NMP during 1988.
Below we break down these cases in
terms of manner of referral, gender,
police station, ares and nature of
harassment:

Breakdown in terms of manner of

referral

Direct 78
Emergency Service 21
(during non-office hours)

Via Qther Agencies 13
Breakdown in terms of gender?
Female 22
Male ? a7
Breakdown in terms of police station
West Ham 41
Plaistow 15
PForest Gate 13
East Ham 8
Outside Newham? 17
Unidentifiad Police Station* 17
Breakdown in terms of area

Forest Gate _7
Stratford 22
Manor Park 18
Canning Town/Custom House g
Beckton/North Woolwich 8
Plaistow 6
BEast Ham 4
Outside Newhams® i7?

Breakdown in terms of nature of
police harassment®

Asgsault/physical abuse 30
Verbal abuse 24
Stop and search 9
Traffic 9
Home raids a8
Immigration 8
Other” 21
POLICE VIOLENCE

Below we document in more detail
specific cases of police harassment and
what measures NMP has taken to
counter abuse of police powsr.

Police railds resulting in violence

® One evening in November, the police
knocked on the door of the V family
in Forest (Gate, looking for PV in
relation to an alleged offence. When
PV came to the door, he was promptly
arrested and put into a police van
without protest. The police then
demanded to search the house. When
PV’s mother, Mrs V, asked whether
they had a warrant, they replied
that they did not need one and that
if she did not get out of the way, she
too would be arrested.
All of & sudden, without the slightest
provocation, officers started pulling
Mrs V out of the way. One of Mrs V’s
daughter, LV, verbally objected to
the way the police were assaulting
her mother. For this, she was
arrested and dragged away to the
police van, wearing just a top and
slippers. She was not even allowed
to grab a skirt or trousers, and her
sister’s atternpts to provide her with
these items of clothing were also
denied.
In the meantime, over a dozen
officers stormed into the houss,
striking out indiscriminately. Mrs V
wasg punched in the face, and her

daughter BV wag kicked in the ghin.

Many mneighbours had gathered
around, horrified to see police
officers being so unnecessarily
violent. Not a single officer tried to
calm the situation down.

NMP, meanwhile, had been

25

e

Notes on statistical
breakdowns

1. Cur staigtics Interms
of gender represent the
victim and/or the person
within a family with
whom we have had the
most, frequent contact op
who notified us of the
incident.

2. Four of these cases
Invelve children under
the age of 18.

3. ‘Cutside Newham'
represents neighbouring
boroughs of Barkingand
Dagenham, Redbridge
and Waltham Forest or
police stations elsewhere
in London where New-
ham resldents were being
held.

4. ‘Unidentified Police
Station’ represents inci-
dents of police harass-
ment in Newham where
we have been unable to
identify police officers
and thelr stations.

5. ‘Outside Newham’'
represents neighbouring
boroughs of Barking and
Dagenham, Redbridge
and Waltham Forest or
areas outslde Newham
where Newham residents
have faced police harass-
ment.

6. The majority of those
who complained to us of
police harassment exper-
lenced more than one
kind of harassment. We
have therefore classified
incidents in terms of what
the major component of
heragement was.

¥. ‘Other' represents
otlggr forms of police
harassment from potice
indifference towards
racial harassment to
¥ictims of racial harass-
ment heing arrested and
charged by the police,




telephoned by one of the neighbours. We went
straight there and found the entire street was
cordoned off with 11 police cars and two police
vans. There were easily over 30 officers present,
both uniformed and plainclothes. We asked to
speak to the officer in charge who turned out to
be Ingpector McNicky from West Ham Police
Station who in June 1988 led the raid on a
christening party in Plaistow which sparked
the ‘Defend the Plaistow 4 Campaign'. When we
asked him what was going on, he replied that
the police were making a few arrests, that the
matter was under control and that everything
would be over shortly. We then asked him why
thers were s0 many police officers swamping
the area. He became annoyed and told us to
move out of the way or he would have us
arrested for obstruction.

Soon after and for no apparent reason, half a
dozen officers dragged 8J out of the house. In
front of witnesses from NMP, he was kicked,
punched and beaten to the ground whilst octher
officers were shouting racist abuse like ‘black
bastard.’ There was tremendous commotion.
The police made no attempt to control their
behavior or hide what they were doing; in front
of us all, they continued to assault 8J. &J was
eventually thrown into a police van along with
the others taken away.

NMP proceeded to take several statements
from those present, make note of the names
and addresses of other witnesses. We also
arranged legal representation for those arrested.
We then went to West Ham Police Station with
several members of the V family. It was not
until the early hours of the morning that 8J and
LV were released. 8J was charged with four
counts of actual bodily harm (ABH) on polics
officers and LV with obstruction.

This raid was one of many reported to the Project
during 1988. It was particularly outrageous in
that the police officers involved were totally out of
control. There was no need for the excessive force
and heavy-handed policing that took place; nor
were so many officers needed to arrest one person
suspected of an offence. In addition, to arrest a
young woman on g winter’s evening and take her
away in a semi-undresgsed state is disgusting. And
1o beat up someone in full view of ralatives,
neighbours, and other bystanders and then charge
him with four counts of ABH is downright criminal.

It must be stated that such raids do more to
ridicule the police’'s professed commitment to
combating racial harassment and more to damage
so-called police community relations than any
report or action by NMP. Nobody who has ever
experienced or witnessed such an abuse of power
by the police could possibly trust the police again,
It 18, nevertheless, imperative that we continue to
highlight and publicise examples of police violence

80 that abuse of police power 18 not swept under
the carpet.

Criminaligation of black people

@ One afternoon in March, MS was doing some
repair work on his car in Forest Gate. Two
police officers pulled over and began harassing
him, asking for his name and address. MS
refused to give any information, which was his
legal right as he had not committed any offence
or been arrested for anything. The officers
began racially abusing him, calling him a
‘f...ing black bastard’. They then told MS to get
out of the car and moved in on him 8o that they
were unnecessarily close. M3 told the officers
10 leave him alone and attempted to get back
into the car. One of the officers kicked the car
door shut on MS’s hand, whilst the other
radiced for back-up. Reinforcements soon
arrived,
‘When a white neighbour who lives opposite and
who had seen the whole incident came out of
her house to tell the police that M8 had dene
nothing wrong, she was told to ‘f... off’, Soon
after, ons of the officers pulled out a bag and
announced that MS was bsing arrested for
possession of cannabis. He was roughly
handcuffed and thrown into a police van. An
officer continually knelt on his groin during the
drive to Forest Gate Police Station.
On arrival, MS was subjected to further racist
abuse. His trousers were stripped off and only
thrown to him afterwards, all this while still
handcuffed. Several hourslater, MS was charged
with assault on a police officer and possession
of cannabis, and released.

AN EVERYDAY STORY OF NEWHAM FOLK ..

A POUCEMAN TELLS HER
T Faoe @FF,

Apart from the witness already mentioned, there
were at least four other witnesgses to this incident.
NMP took statements from all of them and srranged
legal representation for MS. The conclusion we
reached from our investigations was that MS had
been framed by the police. When the case came up
at Snaresbrook Crown Court in October, M8 was
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acquitted of both charges againgt him. The judsge,
recognising the discrepancies in police testimony,
proposed an inquiry into the case. To this date no
officers have been suspended for this outrageocus
migcarriage of justice. We awalit the results of any
possible Inquiry. The officers Involved in the casge
were PCg Robson, Szabe, Murphy and Wellington.

MS was fortunate to obtain such a favourable
result. Who can estimate how many others like

him have had similar experiences yet have seen-

their attackers get away with it? The lesson we
must learn from this case is that, notwithstanding
the limitations of relying entirely on the legal
gystem for justice, it is worth vigorously fighting
through the courts, if only on the off-chance of
winning. We cannot afford the luxury of not doing
s0.

@ In November MR and a friend left a pub in
Plaistow to find a number of police officers
standing outside. One of them grabbed MR's
friend and began o manhandle him. When MR
verbally objected to the way his friend was
being treated, he was told ‘alright Paki, you're
nicked as well’.

Thrown into a police van, MR was forced to lie
on the floor. Whilst one officer stood on his arm
(which was already brcken and in plaster),
another officer forced his knee onto MR’s neck,
making it difficult for him to breathe. When
MR, who is asthmatic, complained of breathing
painsg, he was kicked in the back.

On arrival at West Ham Police Station, MR was
punched by an officer in the face and stomach,
and his shirt was ripped off. He was seen by a
police doctor whe was unsympathetic and
unsupportive. He wasg also denied access to a
solicitor. MR’s ordeal ended hours later when
he was charged with drunk while disorderly
and released.

In NMP's experience, this type of case 18 ali too
common: grab a black person coming out of a pub
or standing on the gtreet, beat him up, criminalise
him, and frame him for drunk while disorderly (a
summary charge which cannct be taken before a
Jjury but must be dealt with by magistrates). When
such a case comes up for trial, it is usually dealt
with like a lottery, totally unrelated to the facts of
the cage. Hopefully MR will be one of the lucky
ones.

® JD who lives in Forest (Gate has been harassed
by the police since early 1988. He is regularly
stopped and searched while walking on the
streets and while driving. Once he was arrested
and locked up for over six hours, on suspicion
of an offence, before being released on bail. A
month later, he was informed that no charges
were being brought.
But it was in September 1989 that things began
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to get well out of hand. JD was standing outside
Barking tube station waiting for friends, when
two police officers approached hirfi and told him
to move on as he was causing an obstruction.
When JD explained that he was waiting for a
few friends, the officers responded by grabbing

him and dragging him along the ground. _

Reinforcements arrived, and JD was punched
and kicked by the police. He shouted out for
witnesses to no avail. He was thrown into a
police van and taken to Barking Police Station.
Unbelievably, JD was charged with assault on
& police officer.

A month later, JD returned home one morning
to find his front door boarded up, making it
impossible for him to enter. Suspecting foul
play, he went stralght to Forest Gate Police
Station to report the incident. To his horror, he
was promptly arrested, searched and
interrogdated. Eventually released without
charge, JD returned to his home and managed
to remove the boarding. He found the front door
smashed in and the house thoroughly ransacked.
One of his neighbours then informed him that
some 15 uniforrned and plainclothes police
officers were responsible.

The police have a smashing time!
@

JD and his mother came to see NMP. After
making inquiries, we found that the police were
Justifying their break-in on the grounds of
reasonable suspicion (although they did not
find whatever they were looking for). They

(continued on p30)




JANUARY

8 Second ennual torchlight procession through Hackney
led by families of those who have been killed or
brutalised by the Hackney police.

8 ‘Underground rallroad’ which provides sanctuary to
asylum-seekers 18 subject of Home Office investigation.

12 24 police officers are charged with perjury, assault and
consplracy to pervert justice arlsing from Wapping
dispute.

18 Trevor Monerville’s grandmother charged With a.ss&ult
after she and her husband are dragged to Hackney
Police Station in middle of night — charge later dropped.

16 Ahmed Sheikh, a Somalian refugee, is murdered by
National Front supporters in Edinburgh. _

18 Police and immigration officers smash Into Manchester
church where Vira} Mendis has been in sanctzary for
over two years. He is deported to 8rl Lanka two days
later. . e

21 London AntiFascist Action plckets shops In Carnaby
Street that sell Nazi and racist merchandise.

K27 Police charges’ a.ga.msu Plailstow 4 are thrown out of
courd. - e

FEBRUARY

6 Metropolitan Police launch another campaign against
raclal harassment.

11 Over 700 people demonstrate in Bheffield against racist
attacks,

13 Lord Mackay, the Lord Chancellor, announces plans to
... curb right of silence.
. 16 Dora Opporigd s granted leave to remaln in Britain after

.- 8 suceesshil NMP anti-deportation campaign.

: 22 Duke Dalgy is found badly bruised and hanged to death
" in & holding ¢ell at Marylebone Magistrates Court.

287 Over 1B0 anti-fascist people picket West Ham tube
station where the British Natlonal Party are
congregating before a meeting In Canning Town.

27 Police and fmmigration ot‘fioers rald factory in Hackney
and arrest 38 ‘I‘orks R

MARCH

"2 8Sir James Miskin, a semor judge at the 0ld Balley, who
referred %0 ‘nig-nogs’ in a speech; ‘refuses to apologise.
Soctety of Black Lawyers demand his resignation.

17 DNA tests show that hundreds of dependants refussd
entry to Britain were telling truth. .-

18 March in Tottenham on the third anmiversary of the
convictlons of the Tottenham 3.

22 Government refuses to change immigration laws to
admit more Hong Kong Chinese.

30 Winston 8ilcott is elected honorary president of London
8chool of Economics Students Union.

30 Tribunal rules that it is racial discrimination to refuse
Rastafarian a job because of dreadlocks.

AFRIL

5 Ronald Bartle, a Bow Street magistrate, drops charges
against six police officers involved In Wapping dispute
on grounds that police officers cannot be expected to
recall events that happened over a yesr ago.

4 Marion Galma wins appeal against deportation after

successful NALGO antl-deportation camnpaign.

6 Pour police officers are jalled at Old Bailey for plotting
to frame two men who were taking part in protest
march at Hyde Park,

12 Dermot McWard is awarded £8,700 damages against
Metropolitan Police for breaking his leg during .
" demonstrasion in support of miners' gtrike In 1985.

20 Home Office flgures show that deportations rose by 50%

i 1988

: 23 Over 7, 000 péople demonst.rate in Southall to mark

10th annjversary of murder of Blair Peach by police.
24 Trvine Chambers is awarded BOOO damages against

Metropolitan Police for racist abuss, agsault, false

imprisonment and malicious prosecution.

MAY

3 Southwark Counecil 1o evict family for raclally harassing
neighbours.

16 Home Office 1s ordered to bring five Tamlls who were
wrongly deported back to Britain,

17 Labour Party leadership selects Kate Hoey, a white
teacher, as ts candidate for Vawxhall by-election,
rejecting Martha Osamor, a black activist, who was
chosen by the local party.

24 Police are accuged of provoking ‘viot’ after ra.ld on pub
in Heathtown, Wolverhampton. -

27 Anti-Fagclst Action mobilises over 500 poople to t.a.ke
over Speakers Corner where fascists from around
Burope are meeting. Fascists are driven out.

31 CLR James, one of the great Marxist and anti-racist
thinkers of 20th century, dies..

JUNE

16 Police Complaints Authority to investigate 18 cases of
Notting Hill police planting drugs on black youths.

19 Bamuel Ricketts l8 acquitted of murder at the Old
Bailey.

22 Home Office admits that Kurdish refugees are being
sent back to Turkey before even getting off the plane.

24 79 anti-racists are arrested following a Kirklees Black
Workers Group counter-rally tn Dewsbury.

29 Home Office admits that 3,050 ernigra.nt.s were
deported in 1988.

JuLy. .

2 London Alllance Against Racism and Fascism 1s founded
by active grassrcots anti-racist organisations
throughout London.

& Jamle St.ewa.rt. is murdered In Holloway Road Police
Station. - -

5 BEdwin Ca.rr is mu‘rdered in Carter Btreet Police Station.

8 Home Office admits that three officers from West
Midlands Serious Crime Squad who took part in
Birmingham 6 interrogations have since been involved
in cases where confessions were fabricated.

6 39 antl-racists are arrested following Tower Hamlets
march In which 3,000 people protested at police
indifference to racist attacks.

11 Rulvinder Singh is killed while chasing white youths
who robbed his shop in Newham.

12 Vincent Graham is killed while being chased by police in
Kings Cross.

28

18 Gifford Inquiry into racism and policing in Toxteth,
Liverpool, 15 released. Retired pollce officer who ga.ve
evidence to Inguiry is arrested. -

20 Raphasl doseph nearly dies after being brutally
assaulted by the police In Hackney.

26 14-year old Tahir Akram I8 shot and murdered in

- Oldham by white youths. L

28 Dewsbury 82 Defence Carmipalgn 18 latinched at public
meeting in Dewsbury.

28 Qver 3,000 people march in Hackney In support of rlght.
of Rurdish refugees to stay in Britain.

31 NMP public meeting on racism in South Newham.

31 Nigerian woman awarded £8,000 damages aiter being
sexually assaulted by a Met.ropollt;an pollce officer.

" AUGUST

.1 Bullivan Barwani dies in Bow Street Police Station.

7 Mohammed Altaf is arrested and charged with malicious
wounding after he and his nine months pregnant sister
are attacked by ra.clsl; neighbours m Manor Pa.rk
Newham.

8 Seamus Duffy, & 1B-yedr old Catholic boy, 18 murdered
by plastic bullet fired by RUC: officer In-Belfast. . ..:.:

11 Norfolk police admit mistake in ‘blacking. up’ whit.e
offlcers for TV reconstruction of robbery. oo '
13 Beotland Yard ma.inta.ins t.ha.t ra.otst a,tba.cks a.re up by
680% over 1988 5 Ein
14 Police Gornpla.int.s Authorlt.y to conduct inquiry mt.o e
corruption In West: Midlands' S8eridus Chime: Squad
14 1988 British Crime Burvey concludes that black peoplo
are more likely to be victlms of crlmo tha.n whlte
-people.. . w
17 Prison Reform Trust. report.s AﬁoCarIbbea.ns are nea.rly
elght thimes more lkely to be imiprisoned than whites.
26 John Townend, Tory MP, calls for deportation of -
Muslims who do not accept publication of Salman
Rushdie's The Satanic Verses.
28 Notting Hill Carnival ends In unprovoked attacks by
pouce n riot gea.r

" SEPTEMBER

? TUC passes resolution that trade unfoniste found gullty
of racism face expulsion. :

12 Nearly 100 Asian puplls bussed t.o school by ILEA in
Tower Hamleta to protect. them from racist attacks.

18 Kent police sack one officer a.nd fine five others for
fiddling crime clear-up rates.

22 Police Compiainte Authority t.o oonduct dlsciplina.ry
hearing against Detective Chlef Superintendent Melvm
who was in charge of mvestlga.t.lon int.o Broadwa.f.er
Farm uprising of 1985,

23 British National Party is prevented by anti- fa.scists from
having rally in Bradford. -

828 Over 400 police rald Broadwater F'amn on t.he prei;exr. of
searching for drugs. 38 people are arrested.

. - OCTOBER _
1 Memorial arch for Altab Al, murdered 'm’ & Tacist
- attack, 18 unveiled in Whitechapel. -
6 Stho Tyiguvem; a Kurdish refiuges who wa.s rofused

- agylum; dies after setting fire to hlmself ln
Harmoridsworth remand centre. .

29

7 Over 800 people picket Tottenharm Police Station on
fourth anniversary of murder of Cynthja. Jarrett and
Broadwater Farm uprising.

12 PC Anderson, a Metropolitan polioe offlcer oomricted at
Old Balley of raping a black woman and senten%:ed to
seven years' imprisonment.

18 CRE survey claims that } in 4 black psople Glasgow
has suffered racial harassment.

19 Quildford 4 are fread, after bol.ng wrongftﬂly lmprlsonod
for 18 years. Judiclal Inguiry and criminal mvosbiga.t.ion
to be launched into Surrey police.: - .

24 LAART public meeting to launch united fa,mmes
campalgn into deaths in police custody.

28 Over 3,000 people march from Stamford Hill to
Westmmister In memory of Siho Iyiguvem and in
protest at Britain's racist immigration laws.

31 Akinwale Arcbicke 18 awarded £38,000 damages for
being wrongfully Imprisoned for 1'? months by raclst
police officers in Liverpool.

NOVEMBER

1 Black prigon ofﬂoer in Durham top securlt.y prison is
transferred beca.use of racla.l hara.ssment from
colléagues. ..

6 British Rofugee Councﬂ endorses ma.nda.t.ory repa.tria.tion
~of Vietnamese asyluri-seekers from Hong Kong::

i 11 Communities of Resistance confererice in ‘Hackney on

implicasions of 1998 for black: and refugee communities.

o : 11 Kuldip Singh Sekhon is stabbed to death in’ Sout.hall by

white man - he Had B4 siab wotnds on hig body.

' ia Antl-Fasclst Action mobilises: over: ‘B00 peopls to prevent

+ National Front from miarching on Remembrénice: Da;v
23 Europea.n Parliament votes for: fnvestigation of:
Birmingham 6 case by its legal affairs commlt;t;ee
23 CRE wins leave to sug Tower Hamists Council for
continuing to discriminate a.ga.tnst Benga.lt famﬂles in
allocation of housing,

'DECEMBER

8 Rupert Taylor i8 awarded £100, 000 dama.ges against
Metropolitan Police for being planted wtl:h drugs by PC
Judd from Notting Hill Police in 1884.

6 11-year-old Tasleem Akhtar s sexually a.ssa.ulbed and
beaten o death with a brick by a 16 -year-old white
youth in Birningham,

? Courts and Legal Services Bill which proposes to abolish
barristers’ monopoly rights in higher courts is
published.

8 March in Welling, Kent, to close’ down British Na.tiona.l
Party headquarters.

11 Britlsh government forcibly repatriates 51 Vietriamese
asylum-seekers from Hong Kong.

11 Tony Marlow, a Tory MP, says in House of Commons
that Inner cities are full of ‘aliens’ and warns of
*holocaust’ if Hong Kong Chinese are a.liowed to Bet.tle in
Britain.

13 MPs vote to prosecute Nazl war criminals found llving
In Britain. £

14 Home Secretary slgns t;rea.ty which w;g brlng oloser
cooperation between European Commitinity police forces,

20 Home Affairs Comunitiee publishies report on racial
attacks which criticises police for not recruiting enough
black officers. Police response 18 to lower the height
requirement which ts supposod]y a8 ba.rx'ler to many
Asla.na :




(continued from pR7)
have agreed to pay for the broken front door
window but deny being respongible for any
other damages. And they are still quibbling
over the cost.

JD is yet another young black man congidered fair
game for police criminalisation. There can be no
Justification for all the stops and searches, all the
threats and intimidation he has suffered. And the
police break-in is ample evidence that black psople
continue to be targets of police violencs not only on
the streets but in our homes as well. What the
pelice call reascnable grounds is tantamount to
taking liberties once again. We remember whal

happened to Cynthia Jarrett and Cherry Grocs in
© 1985 and what can surely happen again as long as
the police have the unbridled powers that they
have today.

Hostility to victims of raciss viglence

@ PS was walking home in Plaistow in late
December. Out of the blue, he was physically
attacked and raclally abused by a gang of whits
youths. He was knocked to the ground and
punched and kicked in the face and stomach. On
escaping, he immediately phoned West Ham
Police Station. Twenty minutes later he was
visited by two officers who questioned him
about the identity of the attackers. PS described
one of his attackers in detail and gave them an
approximate account of where the boy lived. At
this point, one of the officers became rude and
aggressive and actually grabbed PS8 by the
throat, warning him that he would be arrested
if he was not more helpful.

This case raises several issuss. The police are
always using the excuge of being unable to identify
the perpetrators of racist attacks as the reason
that arrests are not more forthcoming. In this
case, however, they were provided with sufficlent
evidence to investigate the matter thoroughly and
take action against PS’s attackers. Instead, they
were hostile and unsympathetic.

If PS was distresged by the initial response of
the police, he was totally unprepared for what was
to follow. A week after being attacked, he received
a letter from the police saying that no further
action was being taken and recommending a
private prosecution as the best means forward.
We must ask why black people should bother
reporting racist sttacks to the police if the police
do not intend action other than to pass the burden
back onto the victims themselves.

WMP immediately arranged a meeting with the
officer in charge who happened to be a member of
the Newham Organised Racial Incldents Squad
(WORIS). He informed us that because the identified
attacker had an alibi, no further investigation was
planned. He added that the case was not being
closed but that the police were awaiting further
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evidence. Bui who, what, when, where and how is
this new evidence to be gathered if the police donot
intend to investigate further?

It is hardly surprising that someone who commits
a racist attack (or any other crime for that
matter) is going to try and produce an alibi, if at

all possible. It is a damning indictment of the police

that an alibl is sufficient grounds to halt an
investigation.

BLACK MOTHERS AND FAMILIES
AT RISK

Police harassment of black mothers, who become
caught up in the intimidation and violence meted
out to their children, has been: part and parcel of
atternpts by the police to ‘contain’ the black
community. The murder of Cynthia Jarrett and
the shooting of Cherry Groce (which left her
permanently disabled) are stark reminders of
what the police are capable of. Newham has been
fortunate in not having to face a similar tragedy;
however, there ig no shortage of incidents where
mothers have found themselves harassed, beaten

up, arrested, and their homes ransacked and their -

property destroyed by the police. Below we
document a few pertinent examples.

# In June Mrs K returned from work to her home
in Manor Park to find the front door smashead
in, the house ransacked, and some valuable
jewsllery stolen. She phoned Forest Gate Police
SBtation and reported the burglary, Before the
police arrived, however, her son showsd up and
explained that officers from West Ham Police
Station had damaged the door, searched the
house, and arrested him. He had been released
without charge. The police had left the front
door open and someone or other must have
come in and stolen the jewellery. The police
have sald that they will pay for the damage
although nothing has yet been forthcoming.
Mrs X intends to sue the police.

Police ‘search and desfroy’ mission

@® In September Mrs CP accompanied her son who
is & juvenile to West Ham Police Station. When
he ohjected to threats by the police to arrest
him, he wasg promptly set upon by half a dozen
officers. Mrs CP warned her son not to resist
and told him ‘don’t say anything, this is police
harassment, I will report it to Newham
Monitoring Project’. One officer responded by
accusing her of assaulting him although she
had not even touched a single one of the officers
present. She was subsequently arrested and
charged with assault on a police officer. The
whole incident was fully witnessed by Mrs P’s
nisce who was in the foyer. Mrs CP’'s son was
eventually released without charge.

@ InJuly Mrs P was at her home in Plaistow when

a number of police officers forced their way into
the house and turned ths place upside down.
One officer commented ‘what’s an old woman
like you want with so many things? No
explanation was given as to what the police
were gearching for and they left having found
nothing.
Mrs P is sure that the raid must have besen
related to charges pending against her son. 8he
has mads an official complaint against those
officsrs involved as this was but the latest in a
series of incidents where she has been harassed
by the police during the ongoing investigation of
her son.

The case of a white family suffering police

harassment also came to NMP’s attention.

@ In September, three police officers knocked on
the front door of the H family in Manor Park.
They asked to speak to IH who was sleeping at
the time. His aunt who is a pensioner went
upstairs to wake him. But the police would not
wailt — they rushed in, dragged IH out of bed and
set upon him. A WPC kneed him in the groin.
IH's sunt protasted and was handeuffed, threat-
ened with arrest and called a f...ing old cow’.
Then hslf a dozen other officers who had just
arrived kicked in the front door and also rushed
in. TH's mother, SH, was dragged ocut of her
room and deliberately kicked in the shin and
foot, causing a massive swelling which was
later treated and bandsged at St George’s
Hospital, and bruising to her arm. Her daughter
who has Downs Syndrome wes screaming and
crying. The WPC told her to shut the child up or
she would be taken into care.

IH was thrown into a police van and taken
away. He was charged with assault on a police
officer and eventually released in the early
hours of the morning without any money or
shoes. Officers laughed when he had to walk
home barefoot from West Ham Police Station.
8H applied for comnpensation from the police for
damages to her front door. She received a reply
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saying that as the police had ‘acted correctly
and in the proper execution of their duty’, no
payment would be made. ¢

CHILDREN UNDER ATTACK

Several cases have come to our attention of
children being harassed by the police and denied

" their rights as juveniles. i

@ In July, 1R-year-old LG was playing with some
friends on a building site in Silvertown. A few
of his friends were tampering with a caravan.
A worker on the building site saw what was
happening and grabbed LG to get him to identify
higfriends. Officers from Plaistow Police Station
came and tock LG away. L3’s father was
phoned. He went to Plaistow Police Station and
refused to give the police consent to interview
LG without a solicitor being present. But the
police questioned LG anyway without his father
or a solicitor being present, even though the
building site worker himself admitted that LG
had nothing to do with what had happened.
After five hours in custody, the police released
LG with a caution.

® In July, 13-year-old AKX and 10-year-old RK
were physically attacked and racially abussed
outside their home in Beckton by two whits
neighbours. They were told ‘you Pakis have
guts to come out of the house’ and ‘next time I'll
gtick a knife in your head’ and set upon
ruthlessly. AKX suffered a black eye, a sprained
knee and a bruised back and elbow. When the
attack happened, their parents were both at
work.
One of their friends who witnessed the whole
incident phoned the police. Three officers from
Flaistow Police Station arrived 45 minutes
later. After interviewing the attackers, they
came and questioned AK and RX although no
adult was present. As they wsere leaving, one
officer called the boys ‘Pakis’ and told them
they degerved to get beaten up. As far as NMP
is aware, neither of the attackers hag ever been
charged.

UPDATE FROM 1988

In last year’'s Annual Reporty we documented two
serious cases of police harassment which have
since been resolved in the courts.

@ In 1988, Samuel Ricketts, who always protested
his innocence, was arrested and charged with
murder. The case against him was based solely
on the testimony of two prisoners on remand




for armed robbery who claimed that they had
heard Samuel admit to the murder. After being
held for over six months in custody, Samuel
was released on bail.

The case came up at the 0ld Bailsy in June
1989, The two prosecution witnesses admitted
in court that they knew that by giving evidence
against Samuel their cases would be treated
more favourably and that the charges against
them would be reduced (which is exactly what
hadhappened). The trial lasted over two weeks.
After deliberating for less than a hour, the jury
returned a verdict of not guilty. Samuel was
free.

Although justice was finally done, an innocent
young man had wasted over six months of his life,
locked up for a crime he did not commit, heartlessly
framed by the police and the judiciary. As In so
many other casges, most notably those of the
Guildford 4, the Tottenham 3 and the Birmingham
8, the police had no qualms, in the absence of any
genuine leads or suspects, about accusing an
innocent person of murdser. In this case, Samuel
Ricketts took the fall but was ultimately acquitted.
He was fortunate; many are not.

@ In December 1988, 14 year-old O was the victim

of a vicious racist attack outside her home in

Stratford. The police arrived. But despite
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witnessing one of the attackers throw a final
punch at 0, the officers went straight for her,
slamming O up against a police car. When O was
brutalised by the police and arrested, her
mother begged the police to leave her alone. She
too was struck and arrested. Meanwhile, the
attackers walked away.

O was subjected to racist abuse and further
violence on the way to West Ham Police Station
and inside the station itself. She was charged
with assault on a police officer, and threatening
behaviour. Her mother was charged with
obstruction.

When the case up at Stratford Magistrates
Court, both O and her mother were convicted.

The magistrates refused to take on board any

of the evidence of police violence or of the initial
racist attack. Unfortunately, the same thing
happened at Snaresbrook Crown Court during
the appeal; although O was acquitted of
threatening behaviour, the charges of assault
against O and obstruction against her mother
were upheld.

A grave injustice has been committed. Not only
have O and her mother been convicted but their

attackers have gone free. Those polics officers
who collaborated with the attackers by assaulting
and criminalising O and her mother have never
been disciplined or publicly exposed.

UNI

CRUTI

In this chapter, we examine some of
the more general policing issues, both
local and national, that have arisen
during the course of the year and are
of particular interest to our work.

POLICE CORRUPTION
EXPOSED

On 19 October 1989 the Guildford 4
were released after nearly 18 years in
prison. Framed by the Britlsh police
and judiciary for the IRA pub bombings
in Quildford and Woolwich in Cectober
1974, their cagse demonstrates, in the
starkest possible terms, the extent of
police corruption in Britain and the
lengths to which those at the very
highest of levels will go to cover it up.

The Guildford 4 were scapegoats,
convicted purely on the baslg of fabri-
cated confessions beaten out of them.
Although the government has
announced a judicial inquiry and cri-
minal investigation into the case, it is
unlikely that those respongible at the
very top for framing the Guildford 4
will ever be brought to justice. A few
officers on the ground will probably bé
gsacrificed, and the matter will be
govered up and laid to rest.

Likethe Guildford 4, the Birminghain
& and the Tottenham 3 were convicted
on no other evidence that their so-
called ‘confessions’. They remain in

prison, serving life sentences for crimes -

they did not cornmit. It is essential that
we do everything In our power io
secure their release ag scon as possible.

While the release of the Guildford 4
will be remembered as the seminal
event on the policing calendar of 1989,
there were hundreds of other cases —
some publicised, others not - that
revealed just how rotten the state of
policing in Britain actually is. In fact,
over the past few months, hardly a day
has passed without coverage in the
national papers of some scandal or
another involving the police.

Take the case of Sir Geoffrey Dear,
forced to disband the West Midlands
Serious Crimes Squad after evidence

that officers (some of whom had been
involved in the interrogation of the
Birmingham 6) had routinely fabricated
confessions could no longer be ignored.
An investigation into the work of the
Serious Crime Sguad, in particular 738
arrests made since 1988, is presently
being carried out.

WE LIKE TD AWARD CREATIVITY

WERE PROMOTING YOU TO THE Lyesr
MIDLANDS SERIGUS CRIME SQUAD ! /

Exposing police corruption and police
violence is the principal wsapon
avalilable to those who have borne the
brunt of oppressive policing. There is
no substitute. We need to build on the
gains of the last ysar to fight for
genuine police accountability during
the years ahead.

DEATHS IN POLICE CUSTODY |

Below we remember the four black %
people who, to our knowledge, died in '
controversial circumstances while in
the custody of the Metropolitan Police
during 1989 (other black people have
died in other prisons). They represent
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the latest in a long list of black people who have
met their death at the hands of the police. Not a
single police officer involved in these crimes has
ever been charged, let slonse been indicted for
murder. Too many questions remain unanswered.

B Jamie Stewart

Jamie Stewart was stopped by the police in
Islington on 1 July for an alleged driving offence.
A witness claims that Jamie wag strip-searched in
the street before being arrested and taken to
Holloway Road Police Station. A few hours later,
Jamie Stewart was dead. A recent inquest heard
that police officers had taken part in a physical
attack on Jamie but that death was due to an
overdose of cocalne. A wholly unsatisfactory
verdict of death by misadvanture was returned.

# Edwin Carr

Edwin Carr wags arrested on 5 July following a
police raid on his home in Peckham and was taken
to Carter Street Police Station, allegedly for
possession of cannabis. An hour later, he was
taken to King's College Hospital following
respiratory failure and placed on o lifs-support
machine. The police claimed that Edwin ‘fell {II’
while being interviewed. The life-support machine
was switched off after a week. What exactly
happened to Edwin remains unknown.

H Vincent Graham

Vincent Graham died after being chased by the
police in Kings Cross on 12 July. The police
claimed that Vincent fell on his own knife and
gstabbed himself to death. A witness, however,
maintained that a large number of officers punched
and kicked Vincent, who was gcereaming for help.
And Vincent’s mother said her son’s head was
battered and bloody when she saw hig body in the
mortuary.

E Sullivan Barwani

Sullivan Barwani died at Bow Street Police Station
on 1 August. Arrested allegedly for being drunk
while disorderly, the circumstances surrounding
Sullivan’s death remain shrouded in mystery. A
police post mortem attributed the cause of death
to a cersbral haemorrhage, which takes us no
further to the truth.

Dire need for action

All four vietims wers Afro-Caribbean men, the
section of the population disproportionately
represented in the numbers detained in prisons,
detention centres and police stations, and who
receive the highest proportion of custodial sentences
- up to sight times more than white People. Black
people make up only about 4-5 per cent of the
general population and yet account for 17 per cent
of the national prison population. Such figures
become even more alarming in light of the callous
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disregard that police officers have towards black
people’s lives.

There is an urgent need to collate the experiences
of all those closely involved with deaths in police
custody; to keep the call for genuine police
accountability on the political agenda; to arrange
Independent post mortems; to collect independent
forensic evidence; to publicise the circumstances
surrounding deaths in police custody; to be aware
of the limitations of inquests, particularly the
Inadequacy of inquest verdicts in revealing the
causes of death. This is important as inquests
operate on preset verdicts and do not apportion
blame to the institutions with which the deceased
have had contact. It i8 obvious to black peopie and
others that thogse who control these institutions
must take some responsibility for the deaths that
oceur in their custody — and none more so than the
police in whose ‘care’ so many have lost not only
their freedom but their very lives,

MORE MONEY TO BEAT UP MORE
BLACK PEOPLE

While the statutory and voluntary sectors in
Newham are suffering massive ocuts and
redundancies due to attempts by the counecil to
lower the poll tax, the police in Newham will be
enjoying a hefty increase in their budget. In real
terms, Newham's residents will be Payving £8.1
million for policing in 1990/91 — a staggering
increase of 26 per cent or £1.68m over what
ratepayers paid during 1989/90. For the second
year in a row, this increase is more than twics the
pPresent rate of inflation. It means that every
Newham resident paying the poll tax will be
coughingup£114.41 towards policing the borough.

What is so disturbing about this massive increase
in police expenditure is that neither the people of
Newharmn nor our elected councillors will have any
say whatsoever in how this moeney will be spent.
This is yet another example of how police officers
are accountable to nobody except other police
officers and the Home Secretary. Councillors and
community representatives on the Police
Community Consultative Group (PCCG) should
take note of this.

SUPERINTENDENT JOHN BALL

In past annual reports we have discussed attempts
by the police to discredit NMP and the service we
provide. Most notable was the comment by
Assigtant Commissioner Wyn Jones (then Deputy
Assistant Commissioner in charge of Area 2 East
London) in 1987, that NMP is ‘the most sinister,

damaging and divigive group operating in the .

borough today’.

During 1689, anti-racist organisations across
London and nationally have sustained renewed
public and clandestine attacks by the police.
Certain police officers have gone so far as to try

- 1o get local authorities to stop funding thoge who

are critical of policing priorities and practices.
Southall Monitoring Group, Broadwater Farm
Defence Campaign and Mangrove Community
Association have all endured such unjustified
interference in and attacks on their work. NMP is
N0 exception. :

Superintendent John Ball, Newham's principal
Community Liaison Officer (CLO), who is in charge
of the Newham Organised Racial Inecidents S8quad
(NORIS), hasbeen consistently meddling in affairs
which he has no right or authority to meddle in.
On 31 July 1989, he attempted to disrupt an NMP
public meeting on racist violence in South Newham.
He failed miserebly and made an utter fool of
himself (see chapter 5 for more details).

More sinister and disturbing, however, are his
regular attacks on NMP at PCCG meetings and his
wheeling and dealing within local authority circles
to try and get our funding cut. We intend to take
this matter up at the highest level with the
Commissioner of Police and the Home Secretary in
order t0 ensure thag Superintendent Ball desists
from further interference in NMP's affairs. We
include here the relevant minutes from the PCCG
meeting of 7 December 1989 and the relevant
agenda item from the Policing and Community
Safety Sub-Committee meeting of 8 February
1990:

@ Supt Ball also noted that NMP were funded by
Newham Council, that Councillors were Co-
opted Members of the Management Comrmnittee
and asked Councillor MecAuley for information
regarding to whom NMP were accountable and
what action could be taken to question their
activities.

® Members' attention is drawn to Supt Ball's
recurring emphasis upon NMP, Members’
attention is drawn to repeated requests from
Supt Ball that the Council consider action
againgt the Project because it funds it. Members
have consistently rejected this request as
Improper and tantamount to censorship of
dissenting views. Supt Ball has been asked to
brovide evidence supporting his position.
However, given the impropriety of the Tequest
—that Council fund only those groups which are
supportive of police view — that Members may
wish to take the issue up at & more senior level.

It is important that the activities of officers liks
Superintendent Ball are exposed so that the public
is fully aware of the sxtent to which certain police
officers are willing to go to discredit their critics.
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LAY VISITOR SCHEMES

In our 1988 Annual Report we expressed our _

misgiving over lay vigitor schemes. Recent events
confirm the validity of thege doubts.

Lay visitor schemes were first piloted in 19853
and later commended by the Home Office in 1086
as part of the ‘consultative’ process. According to
Home Office guidelines, the schemes were designed
to allay fears of police malpractice and promote
public confidence in the police. Théy involved
Home Office-appointed ‘lay  wvisitors’ making
unannounced weekly checks on conditions of
detention in different police stations. Vigitors then
submit reports with their comments regarding the
welfare of detainees to senior police officers.

In Newham there has been talk of introducing”

a lay visitor scheme for nearly three years — the
delay largely due to the police’s desire that no
scheme should be introduced until g PCCG was
established in the borough. However, since the
formation of the PCCG, the police have refused to
accept several points in the draft terms of reference
and constitution. While most councillors and
community representatives on the PCCG felt that
conversations between lay visitors and detainees
should take place out of the escorting police
officer’'s hearing (except in exceptional
circumstances), the police would not agree to this.
They also would not agree to allowing lay visitors
tomake their reports available to outside agencies
without the approval of the PCCG. Consequently,
the respective clauses in the draft terms of
reference and constitution have been amended to
sult the views of ths police, albeit with reference
to dissenting local opinion. Whatever minimal
credibility the lay visitor scheme might have had
has thus been severely compromised. We await
the introduction of the scheme in Newham with
great scepticism.

The experience of Gloria van Cooten, who was
& lay visitor in neighbouring Hackney, is revealing
In this respect. Gloria became g, lay visitor when
the scheme was first introduced in Hackney in
January 1988. She soon came across cages of
detainees injured or beaten up during arrest or in
custody, denied basic legal rights (eg the right to
silence and being informed of their rights) or held
In atrocious conditions. But when she complained
to her fellow lay visitors and to senior police
officers, nothing was done. She was eventually
dismissed in September 1989 for rocking the boat
more than the police could handle.

Gloria’s experience is indicative of what lay
visitor schemes are all abous. Lay visitors are not
meant to have any power; norglo that have any
statutory right to pursue individual complaints of
police misconduct. They cannot even make
representations on behalf of detainees or advise
detainees about their rights. At the end of the day,
lay visitor schemes have no independent identity




outside the police force and are designed purely to
diffuse public criticisms of the police. It would
seemn that, like the police-community consultation,
lay visitor schemes are primarily a public relations
exercise. Newham, bewarel

CRIME PREVENTION AT ITS
STRANGEST

In March Alan Blows, Chair of the London Asso-
clation of Neighbourhood Watches and a, Newham
resident, launched a booklet called The Active
Watch. Among many bizarre remarks made by
Blows 15 the assertion that ‘there are few racial
- Incidents except those imagined by prejudiced
people’. Although Neighbourhood Wateh has always
been applauded by the police as an example of
‘pPower-sharing’ and ‘police-community consulta-
tion’, Blows’ ideas have proven too much even for
the Metropolitan Police. Scotland Yard has distanced
itself from Blows' views on ‘active’ neighbourhood
waitching, perhaps in fear of being associated with
vigllantism. And David Owen MP (S3DP) has resigned
ag patron of the London Association of Neigh-
bourhood Watches. Even some of the other
neighbourhood watch groups want nothing to do
with Blows. Superintendent Ball, however, has on
several occasions praised Alan Blows for various
local initiatives to combat crime.

POLICE COMPLAINTS AUTHORITY

As mentioned in previous annual reports, the
Police Complaints Authority (PCA) was established
under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE)
in 1984. The PCA is made up of police officers who
investigate complaints against other police officers.
How anybody can argue that the PCA is
independent, as some senior police offices and the
Home Office do, is beyond belief.

Contrary to popular opinion, the PCA does not
investigate all complaints against the police. As
statistics for 1989 are not yet available, let us look
briefly at statistics for 1988. Of the 5,294 official
complaints made against the Metropolitan Police,
only 1,039 were actually referred to the PCA, who
only supervised the investigation of 168 by
members of the public. Less than 14 per cent of all
complaints resulted in some form of action being
taken against the accused officers. And a mere 22
complaints resulted in either a conviction for a
crimingl offence or dismissal. Interestingly, the
PCA has complained that many officers facing
disciplinary action are taking early retirement on
health grounds (thus escaping punishment) and
has asked the Home Secretary to amend police
regulations to block this loophole.
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Considering that most people who complain
against the police choose not to go through police
channels, out of distrust for a system that involves
police officers investigating other police officers,
5,294 complainty in one year is an astronomical
figure. Furthermore, the inordinate length of time
it takes to have even the most basic complaint (ie
those in which there are no sub judice restrictions
and no absent witnesses, complainants or
defendants) investigated, let alone resolved, is
enough to put off even the most patient of people.

Clearly the PCA does not command the trust of
the black communtty, or other sections of the
community for that matter. In addition to bsing
ineffective, making an official complaint to the
police can result in further harassment or in
threats of legal action for defamation if the
complaint is not substantiated (as has happened
on several cccasions).

The current complaints system needs to be
replaced by a genuinely independent system.
Whereas such a demand would have been readily
dismissed a year ago by the media and the
establishment, in the current climate, where cases
of police malpractice receive more publicity, it is
no longer seen as subversive.

Far from responding to criticism over the PCA’s
lack of independence, the police are closing ranks,
so fearful are they of public scrutiny. Indeed, the
Police Federation (which represents over 1 00,000
officers up to the rank of chief inspector) delivered
a resounding vote of no confidence in the PCA at
its annual conference in May 1989. Not because of
its ineffectiveness, but due to the ‘fact’ that police
officers were being persecuted and their civil
liberties were being violatedl!

Bome senior police officers are also calling for
the abolition of the PCA. Assistant Commissioner
Wyn Jones denounced the PCA for criticising the
policing of the Wapping strike in 1987 at the time
when he wag in charge. In a recent report, the PCA
argued that the police command structure broke
down and that some police officers used their
truncheons indiscriminately on the night of 24
January 1687, the first anniversary of the strike.
The House of Lords is to rule soon on whether 28
officers should face criminal charges for their
conduct during the Wapping dispute, magistrates
having previously thrown out several of the cases
on the grounds that police officers cannot be
expected to recall events that happened over a
Yyear ago. A most startling verdict!

Despite the futility of the current complaints
system, NMP is more than willing to assist those
who wish to make an official complaint against the
police. However, notwithstanding the racism and
pro-policing record of the criminal justice system,
complainants stand a better chance of gaining
redress if they sue the police directly through the
courts.

EASCISE

As part of the East End of London,
Newham has always witnessed battles
between the fascists and those opposed
to them, from the days of Mosley's
attempted march through Stratford
during the 1930s onwards. Newham
has also had in the past the highest
National Front vote in the country and
has often been the focus for fascist
activity (see chapter 5).

For the last ten years, Newham
Monitoring Project has fulfilled an
important dual role in both monitoring
and mobilising against the ever-present,
fascist threat at a time when much of
the traditional anti-fascist opposition
has become complacent.

THE CHANGING FACE OF
FASCISM

Margaret Thatcher’s infamous
‘swamping’ speech during the 1978
general election (British people, she
warned, felt ‘rather afraid that this
country might be rather swamped by
people with a different culture”) not
only ensured that race was central to
the Conservative Party's agenda but
also undermined the electoral strategy

of the National Front (NF). This blowto -

the NF's electoral appeal of the 18723-
70 period was further compounded by
the success of the Anti-Nazi League in
pinning the label of ‘Nazi’ upon the
Front, thus destroying their seml-
respectable image.

However, the weakness of the ANL
was that it always looked to the past,
specifically to German atrocities during
the Second World War, for their analysis
of fascism - thus ignoring the changing
face of fascism with its greater
emphasis on anti-black racism, racist

" attacks and murders. This fundamental

mistake has been repeated by left
organisations over the ysars.

However, for the black community,
it has been self-evident that the fight
againsgt fascism remained as pertinent
as ever and that it has moved to a. new
and more dangerous phase.

1989: THE STATE OF BRITISH
FASCISM
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National Front

Led by former Polytechnic of North
London (PNL) student Patrick Harring-
ton, the National Front advocates a so-
called ‘third position — neither capital-
ism nor communism’. They beleve in
creating a cadre of political soldiers,
trained both ideclogically and mili-
tarily through links with fascist,
terrorist groups such as the Italian
MSI and the Protestant UVF. Their aim
1s to create violent destabilisation of
the state, and then to mirror the Nazi
selzure of power in Germany. Although
the NF are presently wracked by inter-
nal splits, plans are afoot to create a
new organisation based in France. We
are awaiting developments — but to all
intents and purposes they seem an
organisation heading into oblivion.

National Front Flag Group

Led by Ian Anderson (a Newham resi-
dent) and Martin Wingfield, this group
is moulded on the old style NF but with

& more blatant Nazi edge. They also

have links with the UVF, ‘Blood and
Honour' and the ‘Chelsea Head-
Hunters'. With an alleged membership
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of around 4,000, the Flag Group claims to mail
over 1.5 million items of Nazi propaganda, mainly
to schools, every year. They have been active
around the ‘Balman Rushdie’ issue and advocate a
‘crusade’ against the Muslim community in Britain.
The Flag group are moving ever closer to the
British National Party (BNP), with speculation
that they may merge, creating a powerful and
dangerous new fascist movement.

British Wational Party
Widely regarded by the anti-fascist movement as,
currently, the most dangerous and up-and-coming
group on the right, the BNP have recently set up
new headquarters in Bexley, Kent, which gives
them their first proper organisational base for
" years. They have of late been the most active and
visible fascist force on the streets, and have
attempted a number of attacks on black
communities throughout Britain. It has only been
the vigilance of Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) nationally
which has ensured that the BNP were given a
‘proper’ welcome everywhere they went.

Blood and Honour

Led by Nazi Ian Stuart Donaldson, this group is
based around the growing skinhead movement. it
attempts to use Nazi bands such as ‘Bkrewdriver’,
‘No Remorse’ (previously known as ‘Dead Paki in
the Gutter”) to create a mew fascist youth sub-
culture. It has networks throughout Europe and
the United States. In 1989 it suffered serlous
setbacks through the closure of its base in Carnaby
Street and the breaking up of its Buropean Nazi
gig.

ANTI-FASCIST ACTIVITY
THROUGHOUT 1989

Campaigns against fascism have
remained alive and vibrant
within the black communities.
Black community crganisations,
of which NMP is a foremost
member, began to formulate
new strategies rooted in
community action. They have
also made the links between .
fascism, racism, particularly institutional, popular
and state racism. Black organisations are also weall
aware that fascism is international and that
fascists respect no boundaries.

Black groups in alliance with genuine anti-
racist, anti-fascist groups and individuals came
together in 1985 to launch Anti-Fascist Action
(AFA), which despite its recent Internal
reorganisation remains active in tackling fascism,
politically, ideologically and physically.
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THE STATE OF PLAY: AFA XN ACTION

@ December: Anti-Fascist leafleting agalnst
Newham NF at Leyton Orient football ground.

@ January: Successful pickets of Merc M and
Cutdown (fascist shops in Carnaby 3t)., The
fascist shops were used as a base for both
London and Buropean skinheads, as well as
‘Blood and Honour'. Merc M closes and
Cutdown moves.

@ February: Successful picketof ‘The Store’pub,

favourite watering-hole and mseeting place of

Eurcpean neco-Nazis, NMP mobilises over 150

anti-fascists against the BNP meeting poinst at

West Ham tube station. BNP scuttles away

under police protection.

March: Picket of new fascist shop in Carnaby

Straet.

® Aprll: NMP speaks at intermational rally
against fascism, alongside speakers from the
United States, Prance and West Germany.,

® May: Massive counter-mobilisation against
international Buropean Naxzi gig organised by
‘Blood and Honour’, The gig never takes place,
the fascists are in disarray. Cutdown is shut
down (permanently!).

® June: Black community mobilises ageingt
fascist march in Dewsbury — 82 anti-fascists
arrvested for protecting their community
against attack.

® July: NMP holds anti-BNP meeting in
Plaistow.

@ Sepltember: BNP prevented from marching in
Bradford.

@ November: 800 anti-fascists mobilise againat
National Front march on Remembrance
Sunday incentral London. BNP prevented from
marching in York by anti-fascists,

©® December: Anti-fascists march against BNP
headguarters in Welling,

Anti-fascists 13, fascists 0.

Fascists march through cenfral London

THE BNP ACROSS LONDON

Bexley campaign
The British National Party was able to establish its
first-ever organisational base earlier this year,

with the opening of a ‘bookshop’ in Bexley, Kent,
which also acts as its new national headquarters.
8ince the building, based at 154 Upper Wickham
Lane, Welling, was opened, the BNP have increased
s activity throughout London, including in
Newham, where there has been an incresse in
racist attacks and racist graffiti. In Welling, Kent,
BNP thugs smashed up a public mesting, held in

Welling library, leaving nine people needing hospital

treatment.

Newham Monitoring Project, recognising the
danger posed by this ‘bookshop’ to black
communities everywhere (including in Newharn),
immedlately helped facilitate a campaign against
the BNP. This campaign was based on a dual
strategy of harnessing community anger against
the headquarters and attempting to force the
counecil to refuse planning permission to the BNP.,

Unfortunately, two lobbies of the Conservative
Council by over 200 peopls failed to influence the
Council. The next stage of the campaign therefore
was to hold a demonstration against the BNP
headquarters in Bexley. This took place on @
December 1989, when over 300 local anti-fascists
held a rally and march at which NMP wag one of
the keynote speakers. In 1990 the campalign must
be a priority not only for the local Bexley com-
munity but also for anti-fascists throughout the
country; for faseism ig like a cancerous growth, it
must be immediately ‘cut out’ or the whole ‘body’
will be poisoned.

Newham

Over the last year, Newham has witnessed a
resurgence of fascism within the borough. This
hasg been reflected not only in & reappearance of
the British National Party and its insidious racist
propaganda but also in the increase in fasecist
viclence. The case of the R family is one of many
that demonstrates this re-emergence of a WOorry-

- ing trend,

@® The R family from East Ham suffered a sustained
hate campaign by fagcist neighbours who were
intent on driving them out of their home. This
campaign included windows being shot at by air
rifles, stones being thrown through windows,
and loud fascist music being played, which
contained lyrics threatening tokill black people.
The R family have also had to suffer continuous
racist abuse with comments like ‘Pakis out’,
‘we’ll get them out', ‘zeig heil mein fuhrer, to
name a few.

Fascist groups have also been active throughout
Newham, particularly in the Green Street, Romford
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Road and Stratford areas, not to mention Canning
Town (see chapter B for more defails). In all,
fascists have distributed stickers, leaflets and
graffiti. To counter thig fascist campaign, NMP
has launched its own sticker campaign.

NMP mobilise against BNP invasion

Newham Monitoring Project’s monitoring of the
fascist threat paid dividends in February when'we
became aware of a BNP plan to hold & meeting in
Newham on 27 February. With only a week’s
notice of the BNP plan, NMP managed to mobilise
& counter-demonstration of over 150 anti-fascists
at the BNP redirection point cutside West Ham
tube station. One-fifth of Newhsam's police force
were made available for duty to ensure the mest-
Ing could take place. And it later emerded that the
police vans, driven away at high speed, which
were used to shepherd the fascist to their meeting
place were actually vans belonging to the Newham
Organised Racial Incident Squad (NORIS). Hardly
the correct way to advertise the Squad’s dutiss!
NMP surveillance teams, however, managed to
follow them to the secret BNP meeting place at the
Tidal Basin Tavern in Canning Town. The meeting,
which was addressed by BNPleader, John Tyndall,
told of the ‘strong tradition of nationalism in the
Bast End going back to the days of Sir Oswald
Mosley’, as well as of their plan to launch a
Newham branch of the BNP.

In response to this, NMP immediately stepped
up its anti-fascist work in the ares. The brewery,
Fullers, were contacted over the use of the pub for
the meeting, as well as the licencees. They stated
categorically that ‘if the BNP ask again they will
not get another booking’. They also stressed that
‘if the police had told us about the meeting it would
have been stopped’.

NMP as part of its anti-fascist work held an
anti-BNP meeting in the area during July, and
initiated patrols at the request of black families in
the area (see chapter 5 for more details)

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

With the advent of 1992 and ‘Fortress Burope’,
the infternational fascist movemsnt is gearing
itself to make major inroads throughout Europe.
We in the anti-fascist movement must be ready 1o
do likewise. This means rejecting the ‘liberal’,
paternalistic approach of organisations like SO
Racisme (in France) and learriing from those black
communities across Eurgpe for withme racism and
fascism have been a matter of life and death.




9 RACISM

AN

‘The Single European Market may open
up Burope’s borders to blacks, but a
racism that cannot tell one black person
from another, a citizen from an
immigrant and an immigrant from a
refugee — and classes all third world
peoples as immigrants and refugees
and all immigrants and refugees as
terrorists and drug dealers, will make
such movement fraught and fancy.’
(A Sivanandan)

19928 is the year set for the next stage
in the development of the European
Community (EC). The Single Buropean
Market will remove all barriers to the
free movement of money, goods and
People between the 12 member states
of the EC. The British government has
done s lot to publicise the benefits of
the Single European Market to busi-
ness people. They have done nothing to
explain what it means to the black
communities, immigrants, migrants
and refugees.

Secretaries of the EC countries began
to hold secret meetings of what is
known as the ‘Trevi Group’. The ‘Trevi
(roup’ was set up to devslop policies to
protect the open Europe from
‘terrorists, drug traffickers and illegal

Turkish and Kurdish groups march for refugee rights
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immigrants’ (sic). The ‘Trevi Group’ is
planning to create a fortress Europe, a
Europe whose borders are closed to
migrants and asylum-seekers from the
Third World by common immigration
policies and ever-increasing restrictions
on the right of entry for asylum-seekers.
For people from the Third World living
in Europe, the ‘Trevi Group’ is planning
a greater use of internal immigration
controls to deny them access to welfare
services and to monitor their
movements.

There are several aspects of the
Single European Market that directly
concern NMP:

Across Europe legislative attacks on
the rights of immigrant workers as
bart of the run-up 0 1992 have led to
the rise of fascist parties who have
made spectacular electoral gains on
the basis of this appeal to popular
racism. All these parties have greater
legislative attacks on immigrants as a
key part of their election manifestos.
Predictably this upsurge in fascist
popularity has led to increased racist
attacks and murders across Europe. In
every European Community country
racist attacks are rising as whole
communities find themselves under
siege from fascist skinhead thugs. There
is ever-increasing evidence of coopera-
tion and organisation of these fascist
groups across Europe.

As can be expected police forces
across Europe have done nothing to
defend the communities under attack.
Instead, using increased police powers
to identify and arrest ‘illegal
immigrants’, the police have increased
their attacks on the communities. In
London we have witnessed illegal fishing
ralds where dozens of workers have
been picked up at their workplaces.
There has also been an increase in the
number of people being deported
following arrest for minor off ences, eg
parking on double yelow lines. At this
year's Notting Hill Carmival, police
officers from France, Denmark and
West Germany were working with their

British counterparts learning how to
control black crowds. The growing
powers of the police to attack and
criminalise our communities ag illegal
immigranis is obviously of concern to
us

Throughout the last year NMP has
been developing links with grassroots
anti-racist and anti-fascist groups to
begin to alert our communites about
the sinister implications of 19982, In
November 1989, NMP, as part of its
work in the London Alliance Against
Racism and Fascism (LAARF),
participated in a major conference on
1992 in Hackney. The conference,
organised by grassroots groups, brought
together activists from across the
country to launch the Communities of
Resistance 1992 Campaign. Building
on the success of that conference, NMP
has come together with Newharn Advice
Service, Refuges Forum, Newham Black
NALGO and Newham Churches
Immigration Support Group to organise
a Newham Communities of Resistence
1993 conference. The conference will
present a genuine grassroots
perspective on 1982 and what it means
0 our communities. The conference
organising group has produced a booklet
that not only provides a detailed guide
to the changes being prepared for
1992 but will also act as a vital resource
and campalgning tool. NMP will be
urging all its supporters to attend the
conference and join the Communities
of Resistance fightback against fortress
Burope.

Welcome to Newham!

o,

y 7 a4 U
74
= e :
2N /{ C.)\NP\ E EN”\IG’
&N 4 , :
2 S OF FICER.
"_,k)
q
= NEVER MIND
LS ECTHAT NOw),
(mﬁ WHERES YER LN\
PASSTFORT? &
N A3 } =
(3 jf S

On the following page we reprint the
Migrant and Refugee Manifegto
launched by Refugee Forum and the
Migrant Rights Action Network in 1989
which serves as a cornerstone of the
Communities of Resistance Campaign.

The Burcopean Manifesto centres on
ten points of direct concern to all
immigrant, migrant and refugee
communities. These are the right to
stay; the right to family reunion; free
movement within the EC; full social
and political rights; full legal rights; no
racism, fascism and police brutality;
no repatriation and deportations; no to
econcmic racism; the right to organise
independently; amnesty to all
unsuthorised workers.

Each point has associated with it a
series of specific demands which are
Intended to improve the status of
immigrants and refugees in social,
economic and political terms.
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/RIGHT TO STAY
@ All immigrants, migrants and refugees to be guaranteed a legal status based on equal rights with nationals of the host country. This
status should not depend on the period of residence or employment. .
@ All children borm in an EC country should have the right to the nationality of that country.
@ Women's right to stay should not be linked to that of the husbands and famities but should be independent.
@ The right to stay should ke uncenditional, ensuring the right to work, to health care, housing and social security in the host
countries.
@ Refugees and those with exceptional leave to remain should be entitled to obtain permanent residence,

RIGHT TO FAMILY REUNION

@ Family reunion should not be subject to qualifications or conditions concerning employment or living accommodation.

@ There should be no restriction on rights of entry of relatives.

® Immigrants, migrants and refugees and their families should not be penalised for having recourse to public funds or to welfare
benefits,

@® Families should nat be divided through deportations.

FREE MOVEMENT IN THE EEC
® Immigrants, migrants and refugeses should have the right to live and work in any country within the EC on an equal footing with EC
nationals,

FULL SOCIAL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

@ The right lo vote and stand for public office.

@ The right to participate in and hold office in trade unions.

@ The right to maintain our own cultural identities and languages. We are opposed to forced integration. However, the recognition of
cultural identity must not be used to justify discriminatory practices against the interests and rights of immigrants, migrants and
refugees,

@ Immigrant, migrant, refugee and black organisations shouid have the right to take legal action against bodies which discriminate
against their communities.

FULL LEGAL RIGHTS

® Thare should be an independent appeals systam with legal rights for all those refused entry or facing deportation, detention or
repatriation.

® There should be rights to work, claim welfare benefits and study pending a decision on any asylum application.

@ Advice and assistance should be available free and as of right at ports of entry, with information in all appropriate languages fully
available.

@ The criteria tor granting asylum should be clarified and should take into account conditions in the country of origin.

THE FIGHT AGAINST RACISM, FASCISM AND POLICE BAUTALITY

® Racism in all its forms must be combated - both by means of legislation and by banning racist and fascist practices.

@ Immigrant, migrant and refugee communities must have the right to act in self-defence against racist attacks and police brutality
without being criminalised,

THE FIGHT AGAINST REPATRIATION AND DEPORTATIONS

@ Deportation and so-called voluntary repatriation have been presented throughout Europe as a solution to economic and social
probfems such as unemployment, lack of housing and welfare services.

® Wae are opposed fo harassment and arrest of immigrants, migrants and refugees and deportations under administrative
procedures.

@ We demand that people threatened with deportation have the right of access to court hearings with full legal aid and an
independent appeals system.

© Immigrants, migrants and refugees should never be imprisoried while awaiting decisions or for alleged breaches of immigration
laws.

@ We strongly condemn all projects aimed at forcing immigrants, migrants and refugees to return to their countries of origin,

® We demand the rights of immigrants, migrants and refugees to live in the country of their choice, whether country of residence or
country of origin.

THE FIGHT ACAINST ECONOMIC RACISE

® We strongly condemn agencies who pretend to act on our behalf while acting against our interests.

® We demand from them unconditional funding so that we can defermine our awn priarities without interference or pressure from
them,

@ We condemn the institutionalising and industrialising of immigrants, migrants and refugees.

THE RIGHT TO ORGANISE INDEPENDENTLY

@® We do not recognise the right of the governments of countries of origin to speak on behalf of their citizens who live and work within
the EC.

& We demand the freedom for immigrants, migrants and refugees to choose for ourselves our own forms of political expression
without pressure from our governments or by fascist organisations through which some of these governments cperate.

® We demand the ending of cultural and sconomic agreements between EC countries and authoritarian governments such as
Turkey.

AMNESTY TO ALL UNAUTHORISED WORKERS
@ We demand that the contribution made by unauthorised workers to EC economies be recognised by granting an amnesty to all
tiving in EC countries and by the repeal of laws which criminalise them.

- /
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NMP has recently published a grass-
roots account of the fight for anti-
racist education in Newham. The report
entitled Racism and Racist Violence in
Schools: Towards Establishing Effsc-
tive Anti-Racist Policies and Practice in
Newham is a critique of the local edu-
cation authority’s failure over the years
to tackle racism in education. Below we
include a synopsis of those ssctions
which are of particular relevance to
events in 1989 as well as our conclu-
siocns and recommendations.

A DIRE STATE OF AFFAIRS

In 1988 the government introduced
the Education Reform Act. It is likely
that this Act with it8 ‘nationalist’
curriculum will shape the future of
education in England and Wales for the
next 80 or 80 years — well into the next
century.

The Act, therefors, has huge
implications for the entire community
and especially for the black community
and those who have been at the
forefront of the struggle for anti-racist
education.

Events recently in Newham and
slsewhere nationally have highlighted
the manifest failure of municipal
authorities to combat racism and racist
violence In schools. In fact, the
multicultural policies adopted by
Wewham Council have been so
fundamentally misconceived and
confuged as to0 have unwittingly
contributed to the worsening position
of black pupils. Imposed from above,
without explanation or consultation,
they have led to a racist backlagh that
schools are ill-equipped to handle —
barticularly because of their inability
to understand the institutional racism
located within the school system itself.

The local education authority (LEA)
hasg recently done its own research into
racial harassment in Newharm’s schools.
In a confidential, internsal document
entitled Racial Incidents in Our Secon-

dary Schools, the LEA maintains that
343 incidents of racial harassment
were recorded in Newham'’s 18 secon-
dary schools between September 1987
and December 1988. Thig is a stagger-
ing figure considering that there are no
specific guidelines for dealing with cases
of racial harassment within the LEA
and few schools kesp records or detaliled
statistics. In fact, most schools either
have no policies or procsdures to deal
with racial harassment at all or deal
with #t on an ad hoc bagis. Many
schoolchildren do neot report attacks at
all in schocls where the administration
denies that racial harassment 13 sz
preblem. Then thers are those cases of
racial harassment which take place in
Newham'’s primary and nursery
schools, Newham Community College
and the Polytechnic of East London —
attacks which are not included in this
figure of 343. In short, if all these
factors are fully taken into account, we
should be talking about several thou-
sand cases of racial harassment taking
place every year in Newham’s educa-
tional institutions alone.

PLANS TO ‘MAINSTREAMISE’
ANTI-RACIST EDUCATION

In light of the high proportion of
reported racist attacks being commit-
ted by children of school age and the
absence of specific procedures for
dealing with racist attacks in schools,
the LEA has recently compiled new
guidelines (soon to be released offici-
ally> for responding to racial harass-
ment in schools.

Whereas NMP welcomes this initia-
tive, we do have serious ressrvations
about the guidelines, an advance copy
of which we have seen. The sugges-
tions on offer are too vague and
abstract. There is an over-emphasis on
monitoring incidents without an expla-
nation of what structures, strategies
and action will flow out of that moni-

43




toring. There are virtually no proposals as to how
racism can be challenged in the classroom, thus
giving the impression that racial harassment is g
matter only for the administration of the school,
to be siphoned off into specialist structures
(although, again, what form these structures
should take is not detailed). Since racial harassment
is widespread in schools, surely this should lead to
a discussion of racism in the classroom and s
questioning of the curriculum. Unfortunately, the
new guidelines actually place racial harassment
within a different framework:

Tackle racial harassment in the wider context
of pupil harassment. Otherwise, action against
racial harassment may be marginalised. The
policy is rigorous in its inclusion of all forms of
pupil harassment.

Far from ‘mainstreamising’ anti-racist education
(the LEA’s stated intention in light of restrictions
imposed by the Education Reform Act), this actually
implies the opposite. In addition, the emphasis
glven to a kind of psychotherapeutic ‘counselling’
of both victims of racist violence and their attackers
is disturbing. It is not difficult to imagine such
counselling sessions leading to a. derisory response
from white pupils. Moreover, black pupils, who
are angry about the racism they suffer, do not
want to be treated in such a precious fashion (ag
though they have been psychologically damaged)
— they want action.

We are also concerned that the guidelines being
proposed have not been drafted in consultation
with teachers on the ground or with representatives
from the black cornmunity. And the emphasis is
principally on training and on hiring advisory and
outreach teachers who will have an anti-racist
brief as part of their responsibilities. What we fear
(and what many committed anti- racist teachers
fear) is that anti-racism will once again take a
back seat. Furthermore, the proposed training
appears to be frighteningly similar to Racism
Awareness Training, even if it is slightly more
radical and sophisticated and less psychoanalytical.
This is extremely worrying.

The LEA needs to identify without delay teachers
in all its schools who will be responsible for dealing
with racial harassment, not as part of general
pupil harassment but rather as part of the wider
problem of racism in society. It also needs to target
officers who will be responsible for establishing
specific anti-racist procedures in consultation with
teachers and the school community and for
monitoring that schools and teachers are following
these procedures. Merely including an anti-racist
brief in someone’s job description is no different
from what currently exists: all council employees
being contractually obliged to live up to the
council’s commitment to equal opportunities. We
await the introduction of the new guidelines in a
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pilot study in the North Plaistow area to see if
effectlve anti-racist policies and practice are
genuinely forthcoming.

CONCLUSIONS

1 Newham’s current multicultural educational
policy is tokenistic and unacceptable. It does not
embrace a clear anti-racist position — it is multi-
culturalist. It lacks the practical content necessary
to ensure that genuine anti-racist teaching is
conducted and fails to promote debate or progress.
Multiculturalism crudely argues that prejudice
stems from ignorance of other cultures and that
racism is not located within the very fabric of
British society. Because institutional racism is
ignored, even denied, multiculturalism merely
reinforces racist attitudes and practices and
frequently leads to greater hostility and resentment
as we have seen at Vicarage School, Stratford
8chool, Burnage and Dewsbury.
& Genuine anti-racism aims to improve the quality
and standard of education for all children. State
education must therefore be genuinely democratic
for it is only in this way that demands for
separatist education will be prevented.
3 The LEA needs to reassess radically its role in
light of the Education Reform Act and the
subsequent losg of its powers.
4 More black teachers and black governors are
needed in schools, but the LEA should not use this
as a substitute for developing a comprehensive
anti-racist strategy.
& Racist attitudes and practices must be challenged
within the mainstream curriculum. Schools must
note that their pastoral responsibilities go beyond
ensuring good examination results. If children
leave school with racist attitudes, it is a sign of the
school’s underachievement.
8 As young people are often the perpetrators of
racist attacks, schools have to tackle these attacks
systematically.
7 Racist attacks must be recognised as such. This
can only be done if paramount importance is
attached to the views of the ‘victim’ and the black
community at large. The examples we have
provided from Manor Park to Manchester

demonstrate that this, despite declarations to the

contrary, still does not happen.

8 Schools must acknowledge and accept that racist
attacks and racism do not begin and end at the
school gates but are part and parcel of a wider
problem within which schools play a role. Therefore,
If the schools’ anti-racigt initiatives are to be
constructive, they must extend beyond the school
gates. It is critical that schools and teachers accept
that they have a wider responsibility which is not
confined to a limited space or time.

9 Schools must be responsive to community

concerns and initiatives against racism and recigt
violence. By the same principle, this would involve
them campaigning and initiating private
prosecutions or other civil actions against perpetual
racist offenders in cases where the police fail to
initiate a prosecution.

10 Schools and the LEA must recognise, in cases
where & pupil has been punished for commitiing a
racist attack, that suspension in isolation has little
impact. It is essential that in cases whers g school
has taken a firm line against a racist offender that
it publicises its action and explains why it has done
s0. Experience has shown that this is effective in
deterring further racist activity. It shows that
schools and the LEA are not only responding but
are actually seen to be regsponding and standing
their ground. Contrast this with the vaecillations of
some schools on the issue of optional holidays
where they have changed their minds several
times on the same issue.

11 The teaching unions have a role to play in
condemning racist acts and must not as in the
Btratford School affair sit on the fence — ag did
Newham NUT - on the grounds that none of their
members were involved directly.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1 Some sort of independent forum with black
community involvement should be set up to monitor
issues of racism and racist violence in schools.
This group would act as a central rasource,
circulating information, agitating and campaigning
accordingly. It would monitor the LEA and other
relevant institutions such as schools and colleges.
Such a forum already exists in Tower Hamlets.
& Newham Council must produce an effective
policy statement accompanied by procedures for
tackling racism and racist violence in schools
along the lines of its housing department’s racial
harassment policy. The current policy is valueless
because it lacks any procedures. Any new policy
will be equally valueless unless accompanied by
procedures for tackling problems as they arise.
Even though we recognise this is reactive, it is stiil
essential.

In establishing an anti-racist policy all sections
of the school comnmunity must be involved (ie
pupils, teachers and parents). Without this process
being undertaken, the policy will be meaningless
and ineffective. The onus is on the local authority
to ensure that everyone has been informed and
consulted and has made their comments. Not to do
80 would lead to further alienation and feelings of
anger and resentment, not only from white pupils
and parents but from black pupils and parents as
well. If we are expected to stand by a policy, then
we must be central to its formulation and not be
consulted only as a tokenistic after-thought. Unless
this fundamental issue is addressed and the policies
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#
and guidelines are based on the real experiences
of the community, any resulting policy will be
worthless, ineffective and, perhaps sworse, lead to
the worsening position of black people (something
which indeed seems to be the case today).
3 Each school should establigh its own anti-racist,
monitoring group which would be comprised of
teachers, pupils, parents, and representatives
from relevant local agencies. These groups would
(1) monitor the performance of teachers and hold
the headteachers accountable, (ii) agsess the need
and make the demand for anti-racist resources
and materials, (iii) circulate iInformation about
anti-racist events, initiatives, marches, meetings,
ete, (iv) produce their own journals of activities,
(v) most importantly, commit themselves to taking
up individual cases of racist attacks and harass-
ment, both within the school and outside the
school gates. Anti-racism, in the final analysis, is
about good educational practice and ensuring that
the black child is properly protected whilst in the
pastoral care of the school.
4 We need to subvert the ‘nationalist’ curriculum
by any means available to us because it ig narrow,
blinkered and will damage the education of all
children. We must ensure that successful forms of
anti-racist teaching are introduced whether in a
limited form or along the lines developed by the
Lawrence Hall Project. The curriculum must include
a study of the history of racism, the links between
racism and inequality, current issues of racism in
Newham and Britain, and examples of black self-
organisation and anti-racist struggle.
8 There is an urgent need for co-ordinated and
consistent monitoring of anti-racist teaching,
particularly in schools in South Newham whers
black students are in a small minority. This will
require backing and resources from the LEA.
What minimal anti-racist teaching does currently
take place in Newharn is far too dependent on the
motivation of individual teachers. Even where
good practices develop, therefore, initiatives often
disappear when particular teachers leave.
€ We need to put great pressure on the teachers’
trade unions, who for the most part are only
involved in protecting the rights of their members,
to take a more principled stance. They have s
crucial role to play in fighting racism in schools
and new racist developments on a broader front.
7 Each school should establish its own operative
anti-racist policies and procedures. Few schools in
Newham have yet done this. We guggest that those
involved in their school-based anti-racist working
parties be given time and resources to be allowed
to undertake this. #
8 The role of the school’s non-tefiching staff, eg
caretakers, needs to be carefully evaluated, as the

‘council’s housing department has done, with a

view to employing caretakers who will play an
actlve part in anti-racist work in schools.
8 Schools should hold regular meetings to digscuss




the issue of racist attacks and racism in education
with a view to judging whether effective progress
is being made. The meetings should especially
target pupils, parents and members of the local
community (eg nearby shopkeepers if they being
harassed by pupils). At these meetings, the
headteachers and the governors should be made to
account for their respective school’s policies and
any actions taken relating to specific incidents.
Headteachers should be made accountable to their
school-based monitoring groups as well.

10 There should be a clear system for the reporting
of racist attacks in schools which would allow for
direct monitoring of the ways that attacks are
dealt with. This would allow those concerned to see
specifically what was being done and would improve
the effectiveness of the response.

11 In schools with a small minority of black
students, the LEA needs to assess what positive
support is available to black students and act
accordingly.

12 In schools with a large proportion of black
students, time and resources cught to be provided
for those who wish to organise themselves to
combat racism and racist attacks and to respond
to ways that school authorities are dealing with
racism and racist attacks.

13 Teachers should monitor the progress of any
prosecutions which the police have initiated and
which arise from racist attacks in their schools.
They should ensure, through regular
correspondence with the relevant senior officer
and the Crown Prosecution Service, that the
prosecution will be vigorously pursued and that if

successful will be publicised by the police
themselves.

14 One of the main concerns of black parents is
the criminalisation of their children by the police
and the courts. The police have used their access
to schools as a means of gathering information on
black children, denying juvenile rights and
interfering in the running of schools. Schools must
ensure that this does not happen and that the
concerns of black parents and the rights of black
children are properly met. :

CAMPAIGNING PLANS

We intend to use our report to campaign for
genuine anti-racist education in Newham. Plans
are afoot to set up meetings with teachers, parents
and governors to complement the regular talks we
are already giving to secondary school students
throughout Newham. It is important that the
conclusions and recommendationg of NMP’s report
are not lost as schools adapt to the demands and
restrictions of the Education Reform Act. We hope
they can serve as the basis of a new movement for
antl-racist education in the borough which will
learn from past mistakes and vigorously pursue
anti-racist initiatives in terms of both curriculum
and management that are rooted in the views,
needs and experiences of black peopls and agreed
by the rest of the school community. Fighting
racism in education must be a priority for the
1990s.

Newham Monitoring Project
382 KATHERINE RD, FOREST GATE, E7 8NW

TROUBLE WITH THE POLICE?

RING

555-8151

24 HRS
7 DAYS

The British media are more in the
business of making opinion than of
Presenting news. And this is nowhere
more apparent than in the reporting of
race. NMP has always recognised this.
Hence monitoring the coverage of race
issues in the local and national press is
an important component of our work.
We need to keep tabs on emerging
trends in the press if we are to challenge
effectively the ways that journalists
sensationalise our lives and struggles
and understand the process whereby
the press not only reflects the racism
of society but increasingly fuels and
creates it.

In order to counter the distortions of
the media and ensure that true
representations of the lves and
struggles of black people are reported,
NMP has tapped the media for coverage
of our work wherever possible. In
these hard times, we cannot afford the
luxury of ignoring the power of the
media in influencing our lives and
struggles. We must use the media to
put forward our politics, even if means
having our politics represented in ways
other than we would like under more
ideal circumstances. At the end of the
day, publicity for genuine anti-racist
initiatives is egsential.

NMP AND THE MEDIA

It is in this context that we continue to

make ourselves avallable for comment
or interview, be it for newspapers,
magazines, radio or television. We
remain a first point of reference
nationally for journalists interested in
Presenting a grassroots anti-racist
perspective and speaking to those
people at the cutting edge of racist
attacks.

During 1989, NMP has worked on
BBC and ITV programmes. We appeared
on Wogan in July and in front of
millions of television viewers, we
challenged S8ir Peter Imbert, the
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, who
was advertising the police’s new racial
harassment policies. We stressed that
that as long as racism remains rampant

within the force, the professed
commitment of the police to combat
racial harassment can never be taken
seriously. Other programmes NMP
featured on were a Network East episode
which locked at perceptions of the
term ‘black’ and ‘Hypothsticals’, a
roundtable discussion on racist violence
and policing.

Wehave recetved extensive coverage
in the Asian Times, Caribbean Times,
The Voice, City Limits, Time Out,
Muslim Voice and the Daily Mirror. At
alocallevel, the Stratford and Newham
Yellow Advertiserhas regularly carried
objective articles on race issues,
something which is most welcome in a
climate where racist violence is on the
increase. Predictably, the Newham
Recorder continues to distort the work
of NMP, most vividly so in its coverage
of NMP’s campaign in South Newham.

MILLIONS of television viewers on Mundag night's Wogan show walched a Newham race
walchdog worker tell Londen's 1op cop Sir Peter Tmbert thal racisn was widespread in the
Brilish police force.
After the show Siy Peter lolé Nish Kenwar, who works for the controversial Newham Monitoring
Broject, that he would come to the borugh to discuss policiag stindes.
Nish was inviled an the the show because ol NMIPs Fardline repulition in combating racism. He was
told he would oniy br allowed 4 few seconds o air a5 2 member of the sudicnee.
Instead Tewy Wogon kept switching back o
XNim 1o enliven the discussion on British palice
sititudes,

bour pofics yaids in Ne-
¥ on bleck youngsters -
mvesis,

TooX m the whok
ety and 1 dom't

gram
bmdition thice weck:
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B bicycles.,

# He couldn’t really afford

them, but the vision .of his
| children playing in the quiet
i Street outslde was irresistible
 to a man who bad escaped the
§| violence, the racial hatred and
# the squalor of an East HEmnd

g tower block.

i Two years on, the bicycies
B stand unnsed - as redundant as all

IF of Ajit's dreams.

3 s for histwo amall sons and his
# danghter, they are never allowed
# out of the house without being
escorted by a watchful parent,
fl ready to Iift them and run at
% the next cry Ef “Paki. F...Ing

g Pali has

Ajit’a houee has heen robbed, his
threa:

car vandalised, his fami
# tened,

Because he is a guiet,
j§ terical man, he does not einhorate
4§ on his fear and his grief.

“
Instead, he saye slmply: “When
# we came here,” weo thought we
|l wera ln heaven. All the dreams we
§l Were dreaming. ..
“I told my wife we were near the
§ alrport - that we could go any-
# where. That. wa could do

we had never done before

pianting a garden.”

i Today, the bare patch of grass is
¢ full of rubbiah durnped by passers-
5§ by. Even the garden is forbidden
H bterritory to a family lving in

fortress.

E Ajit's doors are all heavily
= Dolted and the panio butien to

#  the local police station

H lles within reach of his
@ bed.

5 The story of Ajit and
H his wife, Ayesha — their
names have been
changed to protect

B} them —ie a horrifyingly
i conuncn one in Nipe-
i tles” Britain.

Raclal viclence ia
soaring, and nowkera 13

@ the evidence mare

{|l graphic and desperate
than In the firae-
bombed, boarded-up
%g& of London's Eaat

HE truly alarm-

2 Ajit’s story is

[ ghetto-lands.
B Oyprus Estate in
Bec

kton should be an 3

f] oasts — & model of the

F Ninetlesideal of & coun-
# cil development.

Hullt jost two years f§

2go, 1t 18 a cluster of

B qulet sireets, edged

B with rowe of half-

H timbered, mock-Tudor

£ houses.

% The net curtaina are

# tastefully draped be-

8 hind windows decorated
;vith boxes full of geran-

GINAQ,
S0 calm 1s the Brook-

B 4ijo-sat face of the

esiate that it is hard at

g first to believe the
B words of Rajlv Menoxn,
# an outreach worker for'
% the Newham Monitor-

# ing Project -~ the local
H# watchdog on racial
4 crim

A,
$ ‘“'There are peaple
% here whe are

F this pisce into an estate
if of terror. Therae are

8 families who are too
{1 frightened to go out-

R side.

M And we expect It to
d get worsae."

What |s happening on

5 Lhe estate 18 not all-out
H racial war, Ajit Varma,
H & softly-spoken,

5 respectable man, gets

B JIT Varma celebrated
his move 10 paradise
by buying three little

ing aspect of |

E that the place *
i where he lives bears ,
1| wo ontward refation to
= the pgrim, hate-filled &

reflect the classic pat-
tern of resentment.
“"People come hera
expecting to have it all
laid on. Sometimaes
they walk into the
conntry and get put in
brand new housea.
is what makga for so

on well with his white

Many famlilies
acknowiedge that
hatred exiets but say
ftl;ley want no part of

have to ive and let

ing to th
Doﬁen Whyberd also according ®

bitteriy resents any
shur on them. But her
feelings about the black
commupity in general

project, is insidi-

amall
handful of treublemal-

ers spread throughent

the estate.

One white family is
now being taken to

court.

But the black com-
munlty, so carefully
interspersed with the
whites when the houses
were allocated, dread
that the mutuai trans-
fer system means that
more persecutors will
gradually move in.

It is not a view you
hear on the streeta of
the estate, because
those most in fear
rarely venture oug.

nm {0 go outsige®
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“PAMIC BUTTON; A Bfakne for Ajt

Inside one of the most
immaculate houees,
Vivek Mohan explains
why.

is one of the area’s slder
stateaman.

He ig a proud rxnan -
too proad immediately
to confess to his terror
at belng pursued by a'
ewarm of whitek‘:.?en-

“It & better not to
after dask. That is when
the people come to
break in, They will

ash

even if you are in,

Vivek Mohan and his
countrymen may be the,
prime target. But no
one who has the wrong-
coloured skin ie ex-

empt.
The graffit nucalc]!le
and-chip shop testifies

URGLARS tried
0 get inte my
home a fFew

Vivek Mohan - it's
also not his real name -

to the scope of this
katred. i

Benseless

e

Bulient’s shop is
clean, well-scrubbed.

Only the closed-circult §

televisicn which allows

Bulleat o check what §
is bay to his car, §

betray the climate in
which he works.

““Here 1t 1s the young-
aters, the teenagers, §

who ecause the problem.
They line up agatnat

the window and spit as T §

Serve my customers,

“Once my wife went

to tell them to move
and they pushed her to
the ground.

LIVE sbove the
shop. I have to.

Dtherwise 1 wonld ¢
have beem brokem §
into 28 times,

““There 18 nothing &

here for-these people to
do. That i the problem.
And i they don’'t stop,
this area will be
ruined.”

From Bullent’s shop-
Erhonp. you can just see
-]

horizon, far bayond the
nicely laid-vut local
park and the play-
ground of the amart,
modern primary
school.

Dedigned as dream-
land, it was slways
going to be a am

iace

P .

What nobody foresaw
wasa how furionsaly
ractal - BUpPPOs-

xn ©dly a aymptom of the

old, the decayed, the
outgrown, would four-
ish thera.

Bullent Hassan
watches the vicience
eimmering behind hia
plate-glases window
with a mixture of resig-
nation and despair.

“‘Something will
blow. All these
... and gtill this place
will end up as
anotker Brixton."

Y“Turkishk ¢ .. .," it.
ads. i

THE NEWHAM RECORDER AND
SUPERINTENDENT BALL

In chapter 5 we outlined how Superintendent John
Ball attempted to disrupt NMP’s public mesting on
racist violence in South Newham. What is also
revealing is how a particular journalist's attempt
to report on the incident was hampered by the
editor of the Newham Recorder, Tom Duncan.

In her article, ‘Group step in with a race patrol’,
Denise Shaw discussed why NMP had decided to
organise patrols in parts of Canning Town and
what the response of the police was to these
patrols. Interestingly, the final two paragraphs of
the article, which consisted on an attack on NMP
by John Ball, appeared in smaller print than the
rest of the article and was not written in the same
objective tone and style. One could assume from
this that the editor of the Recorder added these
two paragraphs to what had originally been written,
perhaps under pressure from John Ball. If so,
then such interference and manipulation from a
genior police officer is reprehensible.

Several weeks after the article appeared, Denise
Shaw was transferred to the Tower Hamlets
Recorder.

THE ‘SALMAN RUSHDIE AFFAIR’

No account of racism and the media during 1989
would be complete without a mention of the
‘Salman Rushdie Affair’. For the British media
Played & major part in the affair by generating
hysteria and crudely reducing the conflict to one
between ‘freedom of speech’ and Islamic

- fundamentalism. Muslims were portrayed as ‘anti-

British’ and a threat to ‘British democracy’ —in the
tabloids, in the so-called quality papers, on radio
and on television. The Rushdie affair was used as
yet another attack on the black community.
Mosques were vandalised by fascists and defaced
with graffiti like ‘NF Rules’ and ‘Long Live Rushdie’.
In racist attacks up and down the country, the
Rushdie affair was used to justify abuse, violence
and criminal damage. Even the word ‘Muslim’
became a term of abuse, synonymous with ‘Paki’.

What is most apparent about the Rushdie affair
is the ways in which the British establishment and
media have exacerbated it, giving further respect-
ability to racist ideas and actions. As a result,
there has been increased ractal polarisation, racist
violence, criminalisation of black people, as well
a8 a fascist resurgence.

Few answers to racism’s bitter guestions

EAVID ROSE’S article high-
lights the extent that police
officers are willing to interfere
in and undermine the work of
black eommunity organisations
that are critical of the police.
Chief Superintendent Mclean's
attacks on Southall Monitoring
Group mirror similar attacks
made by police officers against
black community organisations
from Notting Hill to Broad-
water Farm to Newham. There
are even examples of the police
trying to get local authorities to
stop funding groups critical of
the police. Two years ago the
then Deputy Assistant Commis-
sioner for Area 2, Wyn Jones,
called Newham Monitoring
Project “the most sinister, dam-
aging and divisive group oper-
ating in the borough today.”
Instead of tackling the prob-
lems of racist violence and rac-
ist policing, the police fry to
silence and marginalise their
critics. It is hardly surprising
that report after report has con-
demned policing against black
peopie and that black people for
the most part do not trust the

. police.
Ape- a}e}" Rajiv Menon.
@l&d R Newham Monitoring Project,
o\ 382 Katherine Road,
L London E7.
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12 POL
Co

L-AXIl
MUNITY

THE BLACK

The full impact of the poll tax can only be
understcod in the context of the broad
attack belng made by this government on
the less well-off and the most
underprivileged sections of the community.
Changes under way In the health service, in
education, in housing and in social security
benefits, mean that access to services and
control over them will increasingly depend
on ability to pay. . .

In contrast to the present system of
local rates, whereby the amount you pay is
linked to the value of the property that you
live in, the poll tax is a flat charge on all
individuals over the age of 18 (with very
few exceptions), entirely unrelated to
pbeople’s Income or abillty to pay (and,
unlike with the present rates rebate gystem,
the government plans that those living on
supplementary benefit and con the lowest
Incomes will pay 209% of their poll tax — to
ensure thelr ‘democratic responsibility’).
The far-reaching consequences of this
proposed tax, especially on the black
community, are only just beginning to
emerge.

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT

People iving in poor, Inner-clty areas (which
means, in Newham, the majority of black
people) will be worst hit by the poll tax. In
these areas, rates are already much higher
than the national average because of the
greater need for local services.

Because the poll tax 18 based on & ‘head
count’, black families will be hardest hit.
‘While only 6 per cent of white familles have
more than three adults living on average in
a household, this figure rises to 17 per cent
for Afro-Caribbean and 22 per cent for
Asian familles. Many black households are,
therefore, lkely to receive gome of the
highest poll tax billa. An average black
family contalning four adults will pay an
estimated £2,012 in the first year. Yet, on
average, black people earn less and are
more likely to be unemployed. Those In
work will have to increase their support for
those who have no jobs. The pressures on
families to break up will be snormous,
particularly in terms of encouraging young
people to move out. But where can they
move? Homelessness is already a huge
problem In Newham, particularly for young
black people.
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CIVIL LIBERTIES

Through sheer poverty people may try to
evade paying the poll tax. The government's
Plansto prevent this include some worrying
meagures. Poll tax collectors will be able to
use the electoral roll to track down people.
As a result, many who cannot afford to pay
will simply not place thelr names on the
rell. Larde numbers of people in the inner
cltles already do not register to vote — some
1?7 per cent according to one recent study.
The poll tax will encourage this even more.
Not only will more and more people be
excluded from wvoting, but this will also
affect those eligible for jury service and will
increase the likelthood of an accused black
person facing an all-white jury.

Proposals have also been made to check
and maintaln the poll tax through the
names of people using local services. This
will Inevitably mean that those most in
need could be discouraged from using them.
It also means that families suffering either
raclal or police harassment will be less
lixely to report the incidents to ‘official’
organigations such as housing offices, This
will inevitably mean that one of the few
organisations to which such families can
turn will be independent community
organisations such as NMP.

There are also serious impleations for
people’s immigration and nationality status.
The Commission for Ractal Equality (CRE),
in a recent report, found that black people
were already failing to register to vote for
fear of nationality checks. It is well known
that the Immigration Intelligence Unit uses
the electoral register to ‘trawl’ for alleged
overstayers and illegal entrants. It could
use any poll tax reglster for a similar

purpose,

DEPORTATION

Failure to register or pay the poll tax could
mean facing a prosecution. Ultimately, black
people who have immigrated here since
1973 could face the possibility of
deportation. The possibility of harassment
by the authorities of the whole black
population on the pretext of verifying
sameone’s immigration status has already
been shown to be a reality under existing
practices. The poll tax will just add another
opportunity to do so.

kY

One of the strengths of NMP over the
last ten years has besn its ability to
change and move with the times. The
changing nature of racism —whether it
be shifts in state policy, differing tac-
tics of the police, new dimensions to
popular racism giving rise to new
rationalisations for racist violence -
means that NMP has had to constantly
reassess its work and the relevance of
the various anti-racist strategies we
advocate. In all this we learn from the
concrete experiences of black people
on the receiving end of racism. And
through constantly analysing and re-
evaluating our relevance to them, we
are Involved in the ongoing process of
updating our work. This zalso enables
us to build alliances with new organi-
sations as well as cementing existing
links.

BLAIR PEACH
COMMEMORATION

Blair Peach was murdered in April
1979 by members of the Metropolitan
Police’s Special Patrol Group whilst
taking part in a mass protest against
fascism in Southall which led to over
700 arrests. Ten years later and Blair
Peach’'s murderer has still not been
brought to justice; the black community
also continues to bear the brunt of
racist violence, oppressive policing and
fascist activity.

Anfi-racists commemorate the murder
of Blair Peach

On 83 April 1989, black and anti-
fascist groups from all over the country
came together to hold a march and
rally in Southall to commemaorate the
murder of Blair Peach and celebrate
the continuing resistance of black people
to racism. NMP played a central role in
the organisation of this event, and
provided one of the keynote speakers
at an impressive rally of over 7,000
peaople,

LONDON ALLIANCE
AGAINST RACISM AND
FASCISM

July 1989 saw the creation of the
London Allance Against Racism and
Fascism (LAARF), a network of anti-
racist community organisations. LAARF
produces a quarterly bulletin which
provides vital information linking up
campaigns London-wide. The justifica-
tlon for the formation of this new
network has bsen to ‘create a stronger,
clearer and more authoritative voice
for the independant grassroots anti-
raclst movement in London’, and to
strive $o give local issues a London-
wide, and even a national, focus.
Through its regular quarterly bulletin,
LAARF not only informs communities
across London about racism bui reports
on igsues of racism as they are lived
and experienced by black people. And
by so doing, LAARF aims to outline the
various practical ways in which groups
can fight racism. Despite its recent
creation, this organisation, of which
NMP is a leading member, has already
played a clear role in the ‘Communities
of Resistance Campaign’, the ‘United
Families Campalgn’ around deaths in
police custody, and launching new int-
tiatives against racist violence. This
organisation, which hasfilled an impor-
tant vacuum in the anti-racist move-
ment, must go from strength to strength
if the black community is to be able to
meet the challenges facing it in the
1980s.
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LOCAL LINKS

On a local level NMP has always striven to forge
new links with different sections of the comrmunity.
This year has seen two important developmnents:
the formation of Black Tenants and Resident
Groups (in which NMP has played an instumental
role) and the rejuvenation of NMP’s links with
Newham'’s student community. Colleges have
alwsays been an important area of work for NMP,
from the days of the Newham 7/Justice for the
Pryce Family campaigns to the present. Although
students from the Polytechnic of East London
(PEL) supported the anti-BNP picket at West Ham
tube station, the creation of an NMP student
supporters’ society, as well as various other
initiatives around NMP's 10th Anniversary, should
see the Polytechnic of Bast London Students’
Union invoived to a greater extent.

NMP on the streets of Greenwich

NMP has also spoken, throughout the year, on
issues of racism and policing, at the majority of
secondary schools in the borough. This work will
undoubtedly take an even higher profile in the
coming year with the launch of NMP's education
document.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Just under 200 people attended NMP's Annual
General Meeting held on 12 March 1989 at Trinity
Community Centre in East Ham. The major guest
speaker was Lord Gifford QC, the Chair of the
Broadwater Farm Inquiry. Lord Gifford 8poke
about the criminalisation of the black community
and how different sections of the legal systerm
collaborated to ensure that black people continued
to face ‘rough justice’. Other speakers included
Celig Stubbs, the convenor of the Blair Peach 10th
Anniversary Committee, and Suresh Grover from
the Southall Monitoring Group who spoke about
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the experiences of the Southall community in
defending itself from racist and police attacks.

NMP - A BLUEPRINT FOR ACTION

NMP has always been willing to present our views
on either racism or policing to a wide cross-section
of people. Unless those working in institutions who
have a direct responsibility towards the black
community are confronted with the black experi-
ence, they will never be accountable to the black
community or able to effect institutional change.

It is on this basis that NMP has led workshops
or been the keynote speaker at a variety of
conferences including ones organised by the
Federation of Black Housing Organisations, the
Joint Couneil for the Welfare of Immigrants, Black
NALGO as well as a European Immigration
Conference in Essen, West Germany. NMP has
also led a workshop on our work at a national
student anti-racist conference. Over the lagt decade
NMP has spoken at hundreds of meetings and
conferences up and down the country, taking the
Newham experience as a blueprint for other
community initiatives. In this, NMP hag played a
key role in helping give workers from a number of
voluntary and statutory agencies s different
vantage-point and perspective on their work. This
has included the Homeless Young Persons Project,
Waltham Forest Social Services, Circle 33 Housing
Trust and Citizens Advice Bureau, to name a few
of those we have spoken to in 1989.

Hackney remembers the victims of police brutality

NMP has also advised on the setting up a Moni-
toring Project in Brighton to help counter the
growing racist violence in the area, and has
participated and spoken at a number of demon-
strations around the issue of racist violence
including ones in Welling, Tottenham, Sheffield
and Dewsbury.

The new decade will undoubtedly see NMP
helping to formulate new strategies to facilitate
community action. Immense challenges lie ahead.
We intend to meet them.

¢

NMP has a number of resources which are available to Iocal community groups and affillated members. A deposit
may be required on some items, with prices being negotiable according to the user’s financial position.

U Hewham Monitoring Project exhibitions
The History of Racigm In the East End
(33 panels which illustrate the history of racism in London’s Bast End)
Hire fee: £15 per day '
Conspiracy
(12 pamnels which document different campaigns and struggles of black people in Britain)
Hire fee: £15 per day

() Megaphone
Battery-powered, hand-held, loudhailer suitable for demonstrations or pickets
Hire fee: £10 per day

U Video/Reading Tibrary
A selection of videos, books, journals and reports on issues rslated to racism, fascism and policing. Telephone
for details

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Below we list some suggestions for further reading

0O Publications available from Newham Monitoring Project

Annual Reports (1983, 1084, 1986, 1986, 1987, 1988)
Accounts of the struggle against racist violence, fascism and police harassment in Newham in the context of
trends and events naticnally

The Dividing Line (19886)
Brief historical booklet on racism in Bast London and NMP’s work to accompany a film that NMP made
with BBC Open Space

Newham Communities of Resistance 1992 Information Pack (1990)
A series of papers on the implications of 1992 on black and refugee communities in Newham and elsewhere
in Burope .

0 Publications available from the Institute of Bace Relations

Race & Class :
Quarterly journal of Black and Third World liberation. Bubscription 13 £10 (ndividuals) and £14
(organisations) per year '

Policing Against Black People (1987)
Includes a sectlon on policing against black schoolehildren

3 Publications on policing and raelst viclence

Duncan Forbes, Action on Raclal Harassment: Legal Remedies and Local Authoriiles (Legal Action Group and
London Housing Unit, 1988)

The Broadwater Farm Inquiry: Report of the Independent Inquiry into Disturbances of October 1988 at the
Broadwaber Farm Estate, Tottentham (Karia Press, 19886)

Paul Gordon, White Law: Racism in the Folics, Courts and Prisons (Pluto Press, 1983)

Paul Gordon and Anne Newnham, Different Worlds: Racism and Diserimination in Britain (Runnymede Trust,
1986)

Policing in Hackney 1945-84: Report Commissioned by the Roach Family Support Committes (Karia Press,
1987

0 Other publications
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism (CARF)
Monthly ssotion in Searchlight magazine in which Important matters In the antl-racist struggle are discussed
London Alliance Against Racism and Fascism (LAARF)
Quarterly bulletin produced by community anti-racist organisations across Londen (including NMP)
Peter Fryer, Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain (Pluto Press, 1984)
Paul Gordon and Francesca Klug, New Right, New Racism (Searchlight, 1986) ®
A Slvanandan, A Different Hunger: Writings on Black Resigtance (Pluto Preas, 1982) -
Paul Glroy, There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack: Cultural Politios of Race and Nation (Hutchinson, 1987)
The Migrant and Refugee Manifssto (Refugee Forum and Migrant Rights Action Network, 1989
Murder in the Playground: The Report of the Macdonald Inquiry into Racism and Racial Viclonce In Manchester
Scheols (Longsight Press, 1989) :
Challenging Racism (All London Teachers Against Racism and Faselsm, 1984)
The Arrivants: A Plctorial Bssay on Blacks in Britain (Race Today Collective, 1987)
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 MARCH 1989

INCOME

Grant funding

Transfer of specified funding
Other income

EXPENDITURE

Salaries & National Insurance
Rent, Rates, Light and Heat
Repairs and Mainenance
Insurance

Telephone
Stationery/Postage/Off Materials
Printing/Publicity and Reports
Literaturs and Subscriptions
Audit and Accountancy

Legal Fees

Courses and Conference
Motor/Travel and Sub Expenses
Volunteers' Expenses '
Petty Cash Differences

Bank charges and other expenses
Equipment Purchased
Recruitment Advertising
Research Project Expenses
Provision for Doubtful Debts

SURPLUS FOR THE PERIOD

1989

&

80,0753
1,128
3,760
1,373
2,506
8,679

10,262
1,139
1,128

3,003
8,154
2,114
424
295

433
3,088

98,774

65

98
£
117,850

3,498
642

06,839

121,880

41,901
1,359
4,011
1,707
3,591
6,331
2,892

275

920
4,312
1,689
5,574
3,516
1,093
1,722

234
2,74Y

32,442
5,010

96,481

120,926

458

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 1989

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors and Prepayments
Cash at Bank and in Hand

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors and Accrued Expenses
Specified Revenue Funding
Bank Overdraft

NET CURRENT ASSETS

REPRESENTED BY:
Agccumulated Surplus
Surplus for the year

1989
E)

1,588

18,708

20,873

14,991

1,064

1988

12,211
18,885

20,078

22,098
3,330
2,195

14,991

8,R823

25,428

3,648

4,106
1,178

2,584
1,084

5,288

3,648

15

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT

16
AFFILIATED
ORGANISATIONS

Affiliation to NMP is open to anyone who lives or works in Newham

and sgrees with the constitutional aims and objectives of the Project
4

ASIAN ARTS GROUP

ASIAN LADIES GROUP -~ HAROLD ROAD CENTRE
ASTAN WOMEN'S GROUP

BEHNO-KI-MILAN

BRIGHTON POLYTECHNIO STUDENTS UNION
CANNING TOWN MUSLIM WELFARE ASSOCIATION
CASTLE WARD LABOUR PARTY
CATRDE NA NGAXL - NEWHAM AND DISTRICT FRIENDS OF IRELAND
COMMUNITY LINKS

COMMUNITY RIGHTS AND SAFETY PCLICY UNIT
CUMBERLAND SCHCOL NUT GROUP

DEAN AND COMPANY S80LICITORS

EABT LONDON ACTTS (NEWHAM BRANCH)

EAST LONDON BLACK WOMEN'S ORGANISATION (ELEWO)
EAST LONDON IRISH YEAR OF ACTION

BASTWARDS TRUST (HOSTELS) LTD

FOREST GATE WARD LABOUR PARTY

FOREST GATE YOUTH CENTRE

GREATFIELD BRANCH LABOUR PARTY

QUJARAT WELFARE ASSOCIATION

INDIAN WORKERS ASSOCIATION (GB) LONDON EAST
INTERNATIONAL ASIAN WELFARE ASSOCIATION
ISLAMIC ASSOCIATION

LITTLE ILFORD YOUTH CENTRE

MANOR PARK WARD LABOUR PARTY

MAYPLOWER FAMILY CENTRE

MUSLIM WELFAHE ASSOCIATION

MILAN GIRLS FROJECT

NEIGHBOURHOOD CARE PROJECT

NEWHAM ADVICE BERVICE

NEWHAM ALCOHOL ADVISORY SERVICE

NEWHAM ANTI-FASCIST ACTICN

NEWHAM ABIAN WOMEN'S PROJECT

NEWHAM BLACK PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS
NEWHAM CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

NEWHAM CND

NEWHAM COMMUNITY ADVICE UNIT

NEWHAM COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

NEWHAM CONSORTIUM FOR YOUTH

NEWHAM DRUGS PROJECT

NEWHAM INDEPENDENT LABOUR PUBLICATIONS
NEWHAM NALGO BLACK WORKERS GROUP
NEWHAM NALGO SOCIAL SERVICES SHOP STEWARDS COMMITTEE
NEWHAM LABOUR PARTY YOUNG SOCIALISTS
NEWHAM NORTH EAST LABOUR PARTY

NEWHAM NORTH WEST LABOUR PARTY

NEWHAM RENEWAL PROGRAMME

NEWHAM RIGHTS CENTRE

NEWHAM TAMIL COMMUNITY HOUSING CORPORATION
NEWHAM TENANTS AND RESIDENTS FEDERATION
NEWHAM WOMEN'S GROUP

NEYADIN ASIAN YOUTH CLUB

ONE LOVE (BEDS)

PLASHET WARD LABOUR FARTY

PLASHET SCHOOL NUT GROUP

POLYTECHNIC OF EAST LONDON LABGCUR CLUB
POLYTECHNIC OF EAST LONDON STUDENTS UNION
RAMGARHIA SIKH GURDWARA

SHALOM CENTRE OF JUSTICE AND PEACE

ST STEPHEN'S BRANCH LABOUR PARTY

SAHALI WOMEN’'S GROUP

SINGH SBABHA (LONDON EAST)

SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

S8CCIETY OF ST FRANCIS #
STARDUST ASIAN YOUTH CLUB -
TAMIL WELFARE ASSOCIATION OF NEWHAM
THEATRE ROYAL STRATFORD

TOM ALLEN COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE

THIRD WORLD FIRST

UPTON WARD LABOUR PARTY

URBAN STUDIES CENTRE

ZEBRA PROJECT
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NMPishereto
help vou if

U you have been
racially attacked -
onthe street, at

»school, at home —or
racially abused

"NEWHAM “—

£
MERGENCY SERVIC

24 HOUR E
U] HELPANDSUPPORT

® help you if

Llyou have been harassed
by the police on racial
grounds

U'you have been unjustly
~ arrested and need legal advice
and representation

L you think your rights have been
abused by the police

I you have been racially abused
or assaulted by the police or
unnecessarily detained without charge

We can also

® help you to make a complaint or take out civil/criminal action against
the police if your rights have been abused.

URS7DAYS AWEEKRBY
RINGING 555 8151

NMP

® has full-time workers who can .he.lp and advise you if you have been
racially attacked or face police harassment

@ runs a 24-hour emergency service, 7da Vs a week, which can give
you legal help, moral support, medical help and other necessary
assistance if you have been racially attacked or arrested or have
been arrested and need legal representation.




